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Amenity grassland

Improved and newly planted scrub 
and shrub provides habitat 
connectivity for birds and bats and 
off-site connectivity with Vanbrugh 
Pits and from Chesterfield Walk

Tree avenues are important for 
commuting bats, nearby woodland, 
water and mature shrubbery.  
Improved connections will improve 
on-site connectivity and improve  
habitat

Increased and consolidated acid 
grassland - benefits invertebrates

Enhanced planted shrubbery 

Light-demanding scrub 

Scattered scrub

Shade-tolerant scrub

Scrub and shrubbery management

Habitat enhancement 
proposals

Grassland management and 
maintenance

Veteran Trees, Trees & Woodland

-Gradual replacement of non-native 
trees
-More standing and felled deadwood
-Increased density and diversity of 
native shrub underplanting
-Planting of native ground flora species 
including bulbs, which may require 
management of some ‘invasive’ 
species such as green alkanet
-Use of low nutrient mulches  - bark 
and leafmould – to protect root zones of 
veteran trees and help establishment of 
new trees

Ecological Corridors and Stepping Stones



Biodiversity

Chiff-chaff

The creation of additional shrub habitat 
will help return chiff-chaff to being a 
regularly breeding species, this would 
indicate successful ‘rewilding’ of parts of 
the park.  More than 30 wild bird species 
currently breed in the park, including 
woodpeckers, tawny owls, thrushes and 
warblers.  Provision of new bird and owl 
boxes will supplement existing boxes to 
improve nesting opportunities.

Bats

The Park is an important feeding site for 
common pipistrelle bats where they 
navigate through the tree avenues, 
shrubs and flower garden lake to feed on 
flying insects.  Our proposal is to 
increase shrub habitat to reinforce these 
corridors, linking to potential roosts in 
residential areas beyond the site.  Bat 
boxes will supplement existing provision. 

Small Copper Butterfly

The small copper butterfly feeds 
largely on sheep’s and common sorrel. 
It was widely recorded in 2004-2006 
during butterfly surveys of the park and 
is still present. Whilst not of 
conservation concern, it has declined 
throughout its range during the 
twentieth century. Its abundant 
presence in the park would reflect the 
successful management of extensive 
areas of acid grassland.

We have delivered training on fungi 
identification and bat walks to enable our 
volunteers to deliver guided walks for the 
public.  We will be training volunteers on 
butterfly surveys this spring.  We will 
also be training volunteer rangers to 

Ecological 
Corridors and 
Stepping 
Stones
Over the past year we have carried 

out surveys on:

• Bats

• Fungi

• Lichen

• Invertebrates

direct visitors round the Park and guided 
walk leaders to deliver themed walks.  
We will be piloting guided walks this 
summer. 

Our consultants ZMMA are consulting 
user groups on developing signage, 

tours and trails to expose the Park’s 
history and wildlife.  These will be 
introduced from 2020 onwards.  




