Deer are wild animals. It is dangerous to approach them,
especially in May, June and July, when nursing mothers
are protecting their young, and between September and
November, when the males are rutting. We recommend
you walk your dog outside the park at these times.
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Keeping visitors
and deer safe

deer
in the
royal parks

• Keep dogs on leads when deer are nearby. It is an
offence to allow a dog to chase the deer.

Admire the deer in
Richmond, Bushy and
Greenwich Parks

• Never touch or move a young deer. They are often left
alone by their mothers but are never abandoned.

• Richmond Park, originally a Royal hunting ground,
is home to around 345 Red deer and 315 Fallow deer.

• Please put your litter in a bin. Deer chew litter and it
may cause their death.

• Introduced by Henry VIII for hunting, more than
90 Red deer and 140 Fallow deer roam freely throughout
Bushy Park.

• Keep at least 50m away from the deer and stay alert.
• Do not feed or touch the deer or photograph them
at close range.

• Enclosed in 1433, Greenwich Park is the oldest of
London’s deer parks and is now home to a small herd
of both Red and Fallow deer.

If you too would like to make a gift to your local
Royal Park, contact the Royal Parks Foundation.
www.SupportTheRoyalParks.org
support@royalparksfoundation.org
Registered charity number 1097545
For other enquiries, contact:
The Royal Parks, The Old Police House,
Hyde Park, London W2 2UH
T: 0300 061 2000  E: hq@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk
This leaflet is printed on 100% FSC recycled paper
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CONSERVATION PARTNER

The Royal Parks’ deer herds
are very grateful to Artemis for
their generous support.

www.royalparks.org.uk

SPECIES of Deer
The Royal Parks are home to two species of deer –
Red and Fallow.
Red deer are indigenous to Britain and are the country’s
largest land mammals. Fallow deer were introduced to
Britain by the Normans after dying out during the ice
age and have since become the most widespread species
of deer in Britain.
RED DEER  
Male = Stag   Female = Hind   Young Deer = Calf
FALLOW DEER  
Male = Buck   Female = Doe   Young Deer = Fawn

Coats
Deer grow new coats twice a year. Red deer have a
thin single coat of glossy red hair which replaces the
thick winter coat in June. Fallow coats vary in colour
from cream to dark brown, the dappled coat being
the best known.

Grazing
Grazing is essential to maintain the high wildlife value of
the park’s grassland. Unlike cutting, deer grazing creates
more variation in structure and plant diversity and does
not damage the anthills which are of great ecological
importance to the grassland. Deer grazing also prevents
tree seedlings from growing, keeping the grassland open.

Antlers 
All male deer have antlers which start growing in the
spring and are shed each year, usually at the end of
winter. Antlers are made of bone which can grow at
a rate of 2.5 centimetres (1 inch) a day. A soft covering
known as velvet helps to protect newly forming
antlers which is lost in time for the rut in September.
The length, thickness and colour of the antlers can
determine the age of the stag. Fallow bucks over three
years old usually have palmate (flattened) antlers.

The Rut
September signals the beginning of the deer ‘rut’ (breeding
season) which lasts until November. The Red stags and
Fallow bucks compete for females. At this time, the large
males roar, bark and clash antlers in a spectacular way in an
attempt to fight off rivals and to attract as many females as
possible. Sometimes the deer may be injured and some are
even killed during the fights for supremacy.

The Culls
There are 2 culls in Richmond Park – the males in February
and the females in November. In Bushy Park, however, the
male cull takes place in September and the female cull in
November.The cull is necessary in order to maintain the
number of deer in the park and prevent overgrazing which
would ultimately result in starvation. It is also the reason
why Royal Parks’ herds are in excellent condition.

Calving 
and Fawning
The young are born mainly in June and are hidden by
their mothers amongst the bracken and long grass.
Females and their young are very vulnerable and sensitive
to disturbance at this time and the females can be very
protective and aggressive.

Feeding
The natural plant life provides sufficient nutrients for the
deer with a supplement of deer nuts, maize and hay during
the winter months. Acorns, horse chestnuts (conkers) and
sweet chestnuts form a vital part of the diet of deer and
are important in building up fat reserves for the winter.
That is why visitors are not allowed to collect conkers and
chestnuts in the park.

