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Play in the Park is back! 

Out of Lockdown (again), what a month, what a year! Luckily, this time around, our playgrounds were able to remain 
open and a little bit of play normality was retained. Thank you to all the families that have visited our playgrounds in 
the past months and have taken extra care to play responsibly. 

Speaking of playgrounds, since the opening of the new Gloucester Gate playground (pictured) in The Regent’s Park 
this summer, we’ve been hearing fantastic feedback from local children and families enjoying the new facilities and 
adventuring around its maze-like terrain. We’re very 
much looking forward to putting on some special 
events and activities in 2021 to celebrate its opening 
and fully explore our ambition of getting more 
local children, young people (and adults!) playing 
outdoors. 

We are super excited to be back in action now. So, 
keep an eye out for us in our bright beanie hats and 
we’ll see you soon. In the meantime, read on and 
check out some ideas to try out at home or in the 
parks, competitions and other neat things we’ve got 
in store. 

With festive cheer from your play leaders,
Panda and Sche

Have your Say on Play - join our advisory team

If you are aged between 5 and 15, live locally and want to 
have your say on subjects such as activities in the park and 
games you like to play, then get in touch.

We want to assemble a team of local children and young 
people to advise us on playing in Gloucester Gate 
Playground and The Regent’s Park more widely.

Each participant will receive a gift card for a personalised 
treasure trail around your local area valued at over £10.
(For more about treasure trails visit treasuretrails.co.uk)

Our first meeting will take place via zoom at 4pm on Friday 
the 22nd of January 2021. Let us know you are interested in 
taking part by emailing play@royalparks.org.uk
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There is so much adventure and playful inspiration to be had outdoors, from building dens with sticks and leaves to 
puddle jumping far and wide.  But have you ever wondered what it’d be like to be as small as a bug? Take a closer 
look at the big world of these small guys and let your imagination wonder…                         

For better or worse 2020 has taught us all a few things, one of them being how much children and their families need 
to be outside and in nature not just for our physical health, but also our mental wellbeing. At Play in the Parks we
are working to increase the accessibility of The Regent’s Park (Gloucester Gate corner) for people living locally. 

If you are a local resident or someone working locally in the community and would like to share 
your thoughts and / or experiences, we would love to hear from you. 
Please get in touch at play@royalparks.org.uk

All of us at the Play in the Parks Team wish you a wonderful 
winter and we look forward to seeing you 
soon for a playful New Year.

Explorer’s corner

Did you know…

Invertebrates make up a staggering 97% of the entire 
animal kingdom. In The Regent’s Park alone there are 
104 different spider species (including 6 of national 
importance) and 109 species of beetle. That would 
make a great game of spot the difference! 

Competition time

We want to know – if you were an invertebrate (one of 
the animals without a backbone) what kind would you 
be… and why?

Send your answers along with your name, age and 
postcode to play@royalparks.org.uk by 17 January for 
your chance to win a place on a very special real life bug 
hunt in The Regent’s Park taking place in the Spring.

Your answers can be silly, imaginative or just the 
honest truth. You can tell us in a story, in a picture 
or any other way you would like (as long as it can be 
emailed – no interpretive dances this time please). 

The winners (and a parent/guardian) will be led on  
an expedition by a bug expert, to find some of the 
hundreds of invertebrates that call The Regent’s Park 
home. Learn about the roles invertebrates play in food 
chains, pollination and recycling - and observe some of 
them in action.

“Excuse me, which way
to The Regents Park?”    “That’s right, I’m a

 protected species”
The humble Stag Beetle

Looking for invertebrates in the bug hotel
in Gloucester Gate Playground’
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After some time exploring, 
why not join in with some festive 

cheer from Fitzrovia Youth in Action taking 
place online on December 19th? FYA are 

working to support young 
people in Camden to create a 
community in which they can 
achieve their full potential. To 
find out more about FYA, and 

to book your place at their 
(online) Community Christmas visit their 

website www.fya.org.uk


