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PROJECT STEERING 
GROUP NEWS 
We’re pleased to report that design is progressing 
well, as is work on the activities side.  The team has 
taken on board suggestions from the public at our 
consultation sessions in July and September, as well 
as ideas from local groups and partner organisations.   
 
We are pleased that the project is going well and 
we’re on track to put in our bid to the Heritage 
Lottery at the end of February 2012. 

Although we’re doing lots of fundraising to supplement 
the funding we hope we’ll get from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, the Steering Group has been looking at possible 
reductions should savings be necessary.   
 
There is scope for doing some of the work in-house, and 
we’re also looking at things that could be done as 
separate projects at a later date.  One of the things that 
may have to be done later is refurbishment to the 
existing toilet block.  The Steering Group is actively 
seeking special funding for this element of the scheme.  
We’ll keep you posted!   
 
In the meantime, we hope that you’ll come along to have 
a look at the current state of the plans at our drop in 
session on Thursday January 19th at Pembroke 
Lodge from 2-4:pm   

 
 
 

 

Isabella Plantation Access Project 
isabella@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk 
Holly Lodge, Richmond Park 
Richmond, Surrey TW10 5HS 

SPECIALIST WORKSHOP: TRANSPORT 
Wednesday 11th January 2012  
 

We are investigating 3 accessible transport proposals for the Isabella Plantation Access Project: 
* A community transport link that could provide transport to the Plantation from surrounding local 
areas  
* A ‘shuttle’ buggy service that could run between the Broomfield Hill car park and the Broomfield Hill 
Gate to improve access for people with limited mobility 
* Improvements to the existing wheelchair hire facility 
 

If you represent a local group and would be interested in working with us or advising us on these transport 
proposals, you are welcome to join our special workshop on Wednesday 11th January 2012. 
 

Contact Hannah Pritchard, Partnership & Community Engagement Officer for details or if you want to attend 
the workshop let us know by Friday 6th January, 2012.  
0300 061 2218 / hpritchard@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

HORTICULTURAL VOLUNTEERS 
Isabella Plantation Horticultural Volunteers 
A key objective of the Isabella Plantation Access 
Project is to improve and maintain the health of the 
plant collection. Some plant varieties, such as the 
notorious Rhododendron ponticum, have become so 
established in the Plantation that other plants are 
suffering from lack of air flow and light, and disease 
has taken hold. To restore the plant collection to full 
health, and to recreate and preserve the historic 
glades, rides and planting schemes, is a huge 
undertaking. 
We have an excellent team of gardeners based at the 
Plantation and, as part of the current ‘development’ 
phase of the project, we have recruited a trial team 
of 12 volunteers to assist the gardeners with some of 
the many horticultural tasks planned for the project. 
 
This initial team of volunteers were recruited from 
the membership of the Friends of Richmond Park, 
one of the key partner organisations of the project. 
The volunteers began working on site during Autumn 
2011, coming to the Plantation for one full day every 
fortnight, and have already contributed over 300 
hours between them.  
 
For these first few months they have concentrated 
on working with the gardeners to clear a large area 
of Rhododendron ponticum from an area located 
between the Heather Garden and the Deer 
Sanctuary Gate. This area had been completely 
overtaken by ponticum, swamping some of the more 
important rhododendron specimens and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
blocking much of the light from the woodland floor. The 
hard work of the volunteers has helped to open up this 
area, leaving a lighter, brighter and fresher feel, and there 
are plans to replant the area with native woodland 
species. 
 
If we are successful with our main phase bid to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, we are hoping to expand the 
Horticultural Volunteer programme during the ‘delivery’ 
phase of the project. But for the moment we would like 
to say a big “Thank You!” to our Isabella volunteers – 
both for all their hard work, and for being our ‘guinea-
pigs’ in this trial phase of the project! Whether they’ll 
thank us when they find out they’ll be pulling brambles in 
the New Year is another matter!  

KEEP IN TOUCH 
The Isabella Plantation Access Project will be running 
over the next three years, and we are happy to keep you 
up to date with how it’s progressing.   

• If you would like to receive this newsletter via 
email, let us know.   

• If you know others who might be interested, do 
feel free to pass this information on. 

• If you want more information for your 
organisation or just because you are interested, 
contact us. 

• If you DO NOT wish to continue to receive this 
newsletter by email please tell us. 

Season’s  Greetings 
Everyone!  
Contact us:  isabella@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk 

  

Come and See The Plans and Give Us Your Views:  Drop In Consultation 19 
Jan. 2-4 / Exhibition 19-30 Jan. - Pembroke Lodge, Richmond Park 

 

 


