DECEMBER DIARY
Winter bark, berry and flower

Winter Flowers
A “Witch Hazel”, Hamamelis mollis

Hamamelis mollis, the “Witch
Hazel”, has very fragrant yellow
tassel flowers.
Two large shrubs stand by the
gate to Broomfield Hill.

The Mahonia bealii

Mahonia bealii, whose racemes of yellow flowers smell
like “Lily-of the Valley”, can be found set back in woodland to the south of the Acer Glade.

Lonicera x purpusii ‘Winter Beauty’
can be found by the Bluebell
Walk on the east of the Acer
Glade, at this time of year it
bears fragrant cream-coloured
flowers.

Lonicera x purpusii “Winter Beauty”

Prunus x subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’, the
“Autumn Cherry” can be found growing set back from the path leading to
Wilson’s Glade from the top gate.
Following autumn tints to the leaves,
this small tree produces semi-double,
white flowers from November to
March.

Garrya Eliptica

Prunus x subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’ “Autumn Cherry”

Garrya eliptica grows alongside the Main Stream path,
this evergreen shrub bears long greyish green catkins at
this time of year.

Sarcococca confusa, a small evergreen shrub
grows alongside the Main Stream and produces very fragrant white flowers this month.

Sarcococca confusa

Viburnum x bodnantense ‘Deben’

A single stand of Viburnum x
bodnantense ‘Deben’ grows in a
glade just off the Main Stream
this upright shrub bears densely
packed clusters of sweetly scented, rose-tinted flowers throughout the cold winter months.

Trees and shrubs with coloured and textured bark
Salix alba 'Chermesina'
('Britzensis'), the pollarded willows by Peg's Pond, have amber
and red stems.

Cornus sericea var. 'Flaviramea'
nearby under the weeping willow, and also adjacent to the
Bog Garden, has smooth greenish yellow stems.
Cornus sericea var. 'Flaviramea'

Salix alba 'Chermesina'

Cornus alba ‘Siberica’

Cornus alba ‘Siberica’ has bright red
stems. Two groups are set back
behind the Heather Garden, others
in the Bog Garden along with Cornus
sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’ with its
brilliant flame red, orange and yellow
stems.

Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’

Betula nigra, the “River Birch”, has papery shredding buff coloured bark. One may be found by the
path above the Heather Garden, and the other
towards the top of the Main Stream.

Betula jacquemontii

Betula nigra “River Birch”

Betula jacquemontii, three young birches with striking white bark stand on
the lawn above Thomson's Pond. Several multi-stemmed forms of this tree
can be found in the woodland area
near the wild stream in the northern
part of the Garden.

Prunus serrula, set back on the lawn east of
Thomson's Pond, has gleaming mahogany-red
bark peeling into curly shreds.

“

Several 'snake-bark' acers
may be found throughout
the Garden as well as
other species of birch, all
with interesting bark.

”
Acer griseum, the “Paperbark Maple”

Prunus serrula

Acer griseum, the “Paperbark Maple”
grows in the wet lawn area by the top
gate and also in Wilson’s Glade, as well
as other areas of the garden.
This beautiful tree not only has good
autumn colour but also a great colour to
its trunk, which is particularly obvious in
the winter months, as the old bark peels
off to expose the cinnamon coloured
underbark.

Heather Garden

Erica x darleyensis comes into flower this
month in its pink and white forms.
“Cornish Heath” Erica vagans

Erica x darleyensis

Erica vagans, the Cornish Heath, has
tawny seed heads which remain decorative all winter.

Erica lusitanica, the tall Portuguese Heath, bears slightly fragrant
tubular white flowers opening
from pink buds throughout the
winter.

“Portuguese Heath” Erica Lusitanica

Nandina domestica, the “Sacred Bamboo” provides a stunning backdrop to the heathers in this
area, its leaves tinge red in autumn and winter
and it also bears a profusion of spherical red
fruits.

“Sacred Bamboo” Nandina domestica

