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Late autumn colour, flowers and fruit 

Shrubs which flower this month 

Camellia sasanqua ‘Rubra’ has small single red 

fragrant flowers and grows in the ‘V’ shaped 

section of the Garden formed by the conver-

gence of the Main Stream and the Small Stream 

which derives from the Still Pond.  

 

 

 

Growing next to this shrub is Camellia sasanqua 

‘Maiden’s Blush’ which bears similar flowers that 

are pale pink in colour. Look out for more 

C.sasanqua’s growing in other areas of the Planta-

tion. 

 

Camellia sasanqua ‘Rubra’ 

Camellia sasanqua ‘Maiden’s blush’ 



Autumn colour and fruits 

Acers throughout the gardens as-

sume a variety of autumn tints: 

Nyssa sylvatica, the 

“Tupelo tree”, 

growing on the 

bank of Thom-

son’s Pond turns 

to shades of rich 

scarlet, orange 

and red in the 

autumn. 

Liquidamber styraciflua stands set back from Thomson’s 

Lawn; this tree was selected for its reliable autumn colour. 

At this time of year leaves take on shades of rich black, 

crimson and red. 

Nyssa sylvatica “Tupelo tree” 

Liquidamber styraciflua  



Taxodium distichum, the “Swamp Cypress” 

grows by the side of Peg’s Pond and also on 

the bank of Thomson’s Pond. This decidu-

ous conifer colours bronze in the autumn 

before dropping its leaves. When grown by 

water, larger specimens produce ‘knee-like’ 

growths called pneumatophores. These 

growths come from the roots and project 

above ground to enable the uptake of vital 

gasses in waterlogged, anaerobic soils. 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides, the 

“Dawn Redwood” is another decid-

uous conifer and can be seen grow-

ing on Thomson’s Lawn. Its leaves 

colour russet before falling. 

 

Taxodium distichum “Swamp Cypress”  

Metasequoia glyptostroboides, the “Dawn Redwood” 



C a l l i c a r p a  b o d i n i e r i 

‘Profusion’ grows along the 

Small Stream which flows 

from the Still Pond. This 

shrub bears dense clusters 

of striking purple berries 

on bare stems. 

Callicarpa bodinieri ‘Profusion’  

The native Mountain Ash or Rowan, 

Sorbus aucuparia grows near the main 

stream within the Heather Garden. This 

small to medium sized tree produces 

bright red fruits which are carried in 

large, dense bunches during autumn. 

Sorbus aucuparia  



Arbutus unedo, the “Strawberry Tree” can be found growing above 

Thomson’s Pond as well as other locations around the gardens. Red 

strawberry-like fruits are produced at the same time as tiny white 

bell-shaped flowers. 

Arbutus unedo “Strawberry Tree”  

The orange yellow fruits of 

the evergreen shrub Euony-

mus myrianthus split to ex-

pose colourful scarlet 

seeds. This unusual and 

attractive plant was col-

lected  by Ernest Wilson in 

China the early 20th centu-

ry. It can now be found 

growing in Wilson’s Glade 

along with other plants 

collected by this famous 

plant hunter. 

Euonymus myrianthus 



The Bog Garden 

The leaves on two stands 

of Gunnera manicata, the 

“Giant Rhubarb”, have 

been cut down and placed 

over a layer of cut bracken 

covering the plant crown 

to protect the plant from 

the elements during the 

cold winter months. 

“Giant Rhubarb” Gunnera manicata 

Skimmia Japonica grows above Camellia Walk. This 

evergreen shrub with dark green leathery leaves bears 

clusters of rounded bright red fruits in autumn, that  

persist through the winter months . 

Skimmia Japonica  



The Heather Garden  

Forms of Erica x darleyensis and Eri-

ca carnea flower throughout the 

winter.  

Nandina domestica, the “Sacred Bamboo”, is 

planted at the top end of this garden. This ever-

green shrub has purplish-red tint to the young 

leaves and bears a profusion of red spherical ber-

ries at this time of year. 

Erica carnea  

Also look out for Erica lusitanica, the “Portugese 

Heath”, a type of tree heath whose stems are crowd-

ed with white tubular fragrant flowers that are pink in 

bud.  

Erica lusitanica 

Nandina domestica 


