
Greenwich Park Revealed 
The past, the present and the future

Revealing the heritage of Greenwich Park

The Greenwich Revealed Project will record and conserve the parks rich cultural 
and natural heritage and will involve residents and visitors in defining its future.

Conservation of the parks unique landscape and celebration of its history

Protection of the parks unique habitats and promotion of biodiversity

Involving residents and visitors through activity programmes and opportunities to 
learn and acquire new skills
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Revealing the heritage of Greenwich Park

The Giant Steps lay 
at the centre of the 
landscape designed 
by Andre Le Notre. 
We will reinstate 
these steps to 
recreate the original 
landscape.

Conserving the parks historic character

The Wolfe Statue 
platform is one of the 
most iconic views of 
London, but becomes 
congested at peak 
visitor times. We can 
create more space 
and improve access for visitors to enjoy 
the view.

Disease has affected 
most of the park’s 
historic avenues of 
trees. We will replace 
these with new trees 
over a period of 10 
years to maintain the 
historic character of the park.
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The Flower Garden 
is very popular with 
families with young 
children but is a long 
way from the park 
gates and toilets. 
By converting the 
Vanbrugh Lodge into a café we will 
bring this building back into the park 
and provide refreshments and toilets for 
people in this part of the park.

Revealing the heritage of Greenwich Park
Conserving the parks historic character

The Flower Garden 
Lake is a popular 
destination but the 
water quality is very 
poor. By taking out 
the existing liner 
and making the lake 
deeper, we can improve water quality 
and biodiversity.

The Greenwich Park 
deer herd has been 
grazing the park 
for many centuries. 
The herd is however 
currently hidden 
away behind high 
fences. By creating a ha ha we can 
improve access to the herd allowing 
children and families closer contact to 
the animals.



Greenwich Park Revealed 
The past, the present and the future

Revealing the heritage of Greenwich Park
Conserving the parks historic character

The Boating Lake 
is currently in poor 
condition and is in 
need of repair. By 
removing the existing 
concrete liner and 
by providing a new 
water source, we can improve water 
quality and biodiversity. In this part 
of the park we’ll also continue the 
playground upgrade project

Greenwich Park’s 
Anglo Saxon 
Cemetery is a 
scheduled ancient 
monument.  The path 
running through 
the cemetery is 
threatening its long-term viability. By 
removing this path, we will preserve the 
monument for future generations.

Many trees have been 
lost along Conduit 
Avenue and we 
plan to reinstate 
these and replant 
the linking avenue 
of Cherry trees. The 
Rose Garden is a very popular quiet 
and secluded destination and we will 
preserve the horticultural quality of the 
space.
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Revealing the heritage of Greenwich Park
Conserving and enhancing the parks natural character

The ashy mining bee (Andrena cineraria) nests in parkland

Berry �lled plants provide food for wildlife

Expanses of semi-improved acid grassland 

Greenwich Park supports an astonishing 
range of habitats and species, including 
bats, nesting birds and mining bees. 

Grassland makes up three quarters 
of the park and areas of regionally-
important acid grassland include 
communities of fescues, common 
bent and early hair grass, bird’s foot 
and parsley piert. Through effective 
management of these grasslands, the 
rich biodiversity of the parks grasslands 
can be protected and enhanced. 

The parks stock of veteran trees support 
invertebrates, bats, nesting birds.  The 
replacement of the tree avenues will 
ensure that trees can continue to provide 
habitat for a range of species. 

The flower garden pond margins have 
been planted with a range of wildlife-
friendly plants including loosestrife, 
sedges, rushes and water mint. By 
improving water quality of the pond, 
the park’s waterbodies will be able to 
support a wider range of fish, bat and 
invertebrate species.

The common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) Nuts provide food for wildlife
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Celebrating Greenwich Park

We already work with volunteers 
but we are going to increase the 
numbers of participants and provide 
apprenticeships, training, and work 
experience opportunities for young 
people. 

We already have a varied event 
programme, but we are planning more. 
We will develop an events programme 
that will attract people who might 
not currently use the park as well as 
regular visitors.

A part of the project will be building 
a new activity and events centre. This 
will provide us with the space we need 
to implement an extensive programme 
of events, activities, and learning 
opportunities.

Through the Greenwich Revealed Project, we aim to get more 
people involved in the day to day life of the park
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PHASE 1 APPLICATION 
August 2017

PHASE 1 DECISION 
December 2017

PHASE 1 DEVELOPMENT 
January 2018 – February 2019 (13 months)

or
January 2018 – August 2019 (19 months)

(max 26 months) 

PHASE 2 APPLICATION 
February 2019 

or
August 2019

PHASE 2 DECISION 
June 2019 

or
January 2020

PHASE 2 DELIVERY  
June 2019 - 2023 

or
June 2020 - 2024

When is this going to happen?



Greenwich Park Revealed 
The past, the present and the future

Over the past few months we’ve held four Open Days in the Park and a public 
open meeting at West Greenwich Library 

Another 248 park users have completed a survey to tell us more about their views, 
and 250 people have signed up to stay in touch with developments through our 
newsletter.

We’ve also held five focus groups with representatives from local organisations 
to discuss areas such as access, learning, heritage and wildlife, and met with Park 
staff volunteers and supporters.

Hundreds of you have commented on our plans and told us what you would like 
to see and do in Greenwich Park. These panels highlight some of the main things 
we’ve learned.

What has happened so far?

3 Heritage 
Workshops 1 Ecology 

Workshop

1 Access 
Workshop

1,469 people consulted 
on 4 Open Days
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What you told us

You said We did
You would like to know more about the 
Park’s wildlife.
‘Wildlife tours (trees etc. with history) of 
Park would be great.’
‘There should be more information about 
wildlife in the park, especially for children to 
enjoy and learn from.’

We’re planning to include more 
information about the Park’s diverse 
habitats and wildlife, including activities 
such as deer feeding and pond dipping 
for families. 
We hope to find ways for visitors to 
share their knowledge of the wildlife too. 

The Park’s long and fascinating history 
is ‘hidden’.
‘I’d love more information about the park 
and its history situated at particular sites 
like the Saxon burial ground.’

We’ll ask the Heritage Lottery Fund 
for money for trails, talks, tours, and 
information points which will tell people 
about the history surrounding them.
We will use technology to help us reveal 
the hidden parts of the Park.

You want to see greater use of digital 
and mobile technology.
‘People could easily get information on an 
app while they visit and look things up for 
themselves if they don’t want a guided tour 
and want to do things on their own.’ 

We’re looking at how we can use 
phone apps and digital trails to share 
information about the Park’s wildlife and 
history.

You would like more arts, film and 
music events in the Park.
‘I love the band stand concerts, but am also 
keen to hear other world music and choirs.’

‘More outdoor theatre please!’

We’re exploring ways to work with local 
partners and arts organisations to bring 
more music, film, theatre and dance to 
the Park.

The Park could do more to help people 
be healthy, fit and well.

‘I’d like more outdoor exercise.’
‘Encourage more outdoor activities, like 
exercise classes to help make us residents 
more active.’

We’re finding ways to work with local 
organisations to develop a programme of 
health and wellbeing activities.

Activities
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What you told us

You said We did
You want the opportunity to learn 
new skills and be more involved in the 
Park.
‘Get more people involved in volunteering 
for the Park.’

We’re going to expand our volunteering 
scheme, with roles in leading guided 
walks, meeting and greeting visitors, 
driving buggies to help people access 
the Park, supporting community 
archaeological excavations, collecting 
people’s memories and helping with the 
full range of events and activities.

Greenwich Park needs to offer more 
young people.

‘Young people should feel welcome in their 
local Park.’ 

We will look at offering new work 
placements and wildlife apprenticeships in 
the Park.
We hope to work with local students as we 
develop our ideas. 

It’s important to work with local 
schools and colleges.
‘You need to engage with the schools to get 
the local children in.’

We’re expanding our schools programme 
and providing better facilities for learning 
and community use. 

Greenwich Park is not as accessible to 
people as it could be.
‘The slope up the hill through the Park is 
really difficult for me to get up.’

We are piloting a mobility scheme this 
summer and will ensure that new activities 
in the Park will be accessible to all.

People

Through the consultation we have received comments on a number of 
operational issues including opening hours and access for traffic, dogs, joggers 
and cyclists. These will all be looked at as part of a review of park regulations in 
the coming months.
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Celebrating Greenwich Park

THE TREE AVENUES
• Main Avenue trees have limited life expectancy 

because of disease

ROSE GARDEN AND SAXON BURIAL GROUND
• Footpath threatens integrity of Saxon burial ground
• Rococo landscape poorly expressed

THE PLAYGROUND AND BOATING LAKE
• Boating lake leaking and suffering from poor water quality

THE OBSERVATORY PLATFORM, THE GIANT STEPS AND 
ONE TREE HILL
• Erosion of the Giant Steps  - the central element of the Le Notre 

plan
• Congestion on the viewing platform and consequent erosion of 

the escarpment hill
• Pavilion café not able to address visitor needs
• Poor access to One Tree Hill 

THE FLOWER GARDEN AND WILDERNESS DEER PARK
• Lake has poor water quality due to shallow depth and 

inadequate outfall
• Poor access to deer herd
• Vanbrugh Lodge segregated from the rest of the park




