
The Old Reservoir The Saxon Burial Ground

The Dell The Rose Garden

Popular area with joggers 
and dog walkers

Shrubbery has become 
overgrown and dominated 
by evergreen shrubs

Overgrown shrubs 
discourage discovery 
of the Dell

Gloomy approach to 
reservoir

Routes popular with dog 
walkers and joggers

Desire line cuts 
through shrubbery

Shrubbery lacks interest 
& seasonal flowering

Dense canopy screens 
views in to reservoir area

Flowering shrubs provide 
good wildlife cover and 
food source

Railings in need 
of refurbishment

Entrance 
overgrown

Popular route 
across the park

No interpretation 
of burial mounds

Area characterised by 
natural paths and acid 
grassland

Some good 
individual trees

Entrance to Ranger’s 
House is hidden

Rose beds have short flowering 
period and lack interest when 
not in flower

Gate discourages dog 
walkers and joggers

Alternative route creates 
unattractive wear line

Hedge creates sense of 
enclosure but separates 
garden off from the park

Review of planting around fence line, 
shows limited ecological benefit in 
removal of non native shrubs. Consider 
opening up of views to improve passive 
surveillance

Potential removal of small areas of scrub 
to encourage grassland habitat, enhance 
visual appearance of standard trees and 
setting of Henry Moore sculpture

 Consider local character of Charlton Gate and
its relationship with ranger’s Field

 Opportunity to remove Leylandii and other
 shrub layer beside gateway, to reveal more
 of culturally important boundary wall and

visually improve setting of gateway

Review planting to encourage
greater use of the Dell and
enhance botanical and wildlife
value

Review opportunity of controlled / 
uncontrolled public access to old reservoir. 
Limited impact on habitat, with potential 
to enjoy views towards Royal Observatory

 Consider reinstating footpath to The Dell
to reflect 1840s Regency arrangement

 Remaining brick piers potenially dating
back to Montagu House gardener’s yard

Retention of 
Henry Moore 

sculpture to be 
reviewed

Impact of removal of surfaced path 
and likely desire line. 

 Review relationship of Macartney
  House rear elevation and park.

 Potential to partially open up
view of elevation

 Joggers and dog walkers
desire line to be resolved

 Opportunities for increasing area of acid
 grassland and softening visual impact of
 tennis courts through revised mowing
regime

 Opportunities for reducing visual
 impact of tennis courts, netting and
 users, through extending area of
existing fence netting

Retain open character
of playing field for sport
and mixed leisure activities Opportunity to create new garden

 area, reflecting the distinct periods
of the park’s history - Gascoin,1670-
1797 / The Ranger’s Inclosure 1798-
1887 / The Public park 1897 - today

 Relationship between Ranger’s
 House, Conduit Avenue

and Rose Garden

THE DELL

RANGER’S 
FIELD

ROSE 
GARDEN

OLD 
RESERVOIR

SAXON BURIAL 
MOUNDS

The Key Issues:

• The Saxon Burial Ground – 
consider options for re-routing 
of tarmac footpath to minimize 
damage, improve acid grassland, the 
understanding of burial mounds and 
improve visitor experience.

• The Old Reservoir – examine the 
feasibility of returning the area of the 
Old Reservoir to the park, through 
new access, taking into account the 
areas unique flora. 

• The Rose Garden and its 
relationship to Ranger’s House 
– explore the relationship of the 
Rose Garden to the Ranger’s House 
and to the Park through historic 
research. Explore the potential of 
enhancing/ re-designing the Rose 
Garden to provide an outstanding 
horticultural visitor attraction, that 
takes a contemporary view of the 
Rose Garden and re-establishes the 
relationship between Ranger’s House 
and the Park. 

• The Dell and boundary planting 
- explore the potential of enhancing 
bio-diversity in the planting and 
management of this area, with a 
view to creating a national collection 
of Crateagus or Sorbus, that would 
become a feature of horticultural 
interest. Consider improved access to 
the Dell.

Observations:

• The Saxon Burial Ground – a 
popular linking route from Conduit 
Avenue towards the Blackheath 
Avenue. Most users are unaware 
of the historic importance of the 
mounds.

• The Old Reservoir – Park users 
are not currently allowed on to this 
large mound. It would be a great 
location to enjoy views to the Royal 
Observatory tower, in a tranquil 
setting.

• The Rose Garden and its 
relationship to Ranger’s House – the 
garden provides limited flowering 
interest and feels quite cut off from 
the rest of the Park. The gateway to 
the Ranger’s House is very difficult 
to spot and the garden has a poor 
relationship with the house itself.

• The Dell and boundary planting 
– The mass of Rhododendron makes 
the area rather dull and unappealing, 
whilst adding limited horticultural 
interest or wildlife value. The 
planting around Chesterfield Gate 
has become overgrown and in 
unwelcoming.

KEY ISSUES AND OBSERVATIONS

CONDUIT AVENUE

SNOWHILL AVENUE

GREAT CROSS AVENUE

BLACKHEATH AVENUE

CHERRY AVENUE

Greenwich Park Revealed 
The past, the present and the future


