
Volunteer Role Description  

Volunteer role: Hedgehog Hero  

 

Location: Regent’s Park 

 

Purpose: To undertake nocturnal surveys (in volunteer groups) to try and detect as many 

hedgehogs as possible in Regent’s Park so that a population number can be estimated.  

 

 

Description  

 

 

Hedgehogs are one of the nation’s favourite species, yet there’s been a worrying 
nationwide decline in hedgehog numbers over the last 25 years. The Regent’s Park 
is the only known central London Royal Park with a breeding population. 
 
In 2014, with the help of top wildlife scientists and volunteers, we discovered a 
small population of around 30-40 animals living and breeding in the park. Our 
hedgehog team return to The Regent’s Park in May and September every year to 
see how this vulnerable population is faring, to help inform park management plans. 
 

Key dates  The next surveys will take place over two nights in May 2020. Dates will be updated 
on our website once confirmed.  
 

Main 

activities 

 

 

• Work in groups to find active hedgehogs by torchlight and thermal imaging 

camera, determine their sex, make notes on their health and condition, then 

mark them with numbered tubes on their spines (all teams will be led by an 

experienced supervisor) 

• Accurately record the data in survey forms 

• Manage the scientific equipment provided  

 

Personal 

attributes 

• Good common sense and attention to detail 

• Comfortable and available to work at night time, in the dark with limited visibility 

• Patient, reliable and committed  

• Access to a mobile phone  

• A passion for wildlife!  

 
*Please note that you must be aged 18 or over to be involved with these surveys 
*If you have a disability or mobility issues please get in touch so we can discuss the 
surveys with you – we will provide special assistance where possible.  
 

 

Time 

commitment 

• All new volunteers are asked to attend a volunteer training session ahead 

of their first session 

• We hope volunteers can commit to at least one session (4 hours in total) 

in either May or September  

 



Benefit to 

volunteer 

• Opportunity to be involved in hedgehog research and learn more about 

these fascinating mammals  

• Work with a great team of volunteers and have fun! 

 

Training and 

support 

• Training and refreshments provided  

Travel and 
expenses  

Where possible and safe to do so, we would appreciate people use 
environmentally friendly modes of transport (e.g. walk, cycling or public 
transport) to get to and from The Regent’s Park. 
 
Your safety is of upmost importance to us, so we ask everyone to arrive and 
leave Hedgehog HQ in pairs where possible (particularly those walking or 
catching public transport).   
 
We are happy to reimburse any reasonable travel expenses incurred during 
the Hedgehog Survey. Please ensure you keep any receipts and we will ask 
you to submit these at the end of the survey period. 
 
Tube: The nearest tube stations to Hedgehog HQ are Baker Street, Regent’s 
Park, Great Portland Street and Mornington Crescent. The Jubilee Line night 
tube runs all night on Fridays from Baker Street. 
 
Car: We can cover reasonable mileage expenses if travelling by car (parking 
available). Please get in touch if you would like to claim mileage so we can 
explain the rates and process with you.  
 
Taxi: Due to the nocturnal nature of the surveys we are also happy to cover 
reasonable taxi travel to / from Hedgehog HQ. Use of public transport in 
conjunction with taxis would be appreciated in order to keep costs down.  

 
If your travel cost will be over £12.80 please let us know before purchasing so 
we can confirm the cost with you. 
 

Application 

process 

To become a Hedgehog Hero please email the Volunteer Team and ask to be 

added to the mailing list so that you will hear about upcoming survey dates 

and how to sign up.  

If you have any questions about this role or to discuss your application please contact: the 

Volunteer Team via volunteering@royalparks.org.uk or 0300 061 2279 

mailto:volunteering@royalparks.org.uk

