1953-2013 – 60 years for
Isabella!
THE SUMMER OF 2013 IS THE 60TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ISABELLA
PLANTATION. WATCH FOR SPECIAL
DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
NEAR PEG’S POND IN AUGUST
Fri 16 (11am) Guided Walk part of
Richmond Gardens Festival
Mon 19 (10-4) Arts Activity
Tue 20 (10-4) Story Telling
Wed 21 (10-4) Arts for Young People
Thu 22 (12,1,2) Guided Walks
Fri 23 (10-4) Teddy Bears Picnic
Sat 24&Sun 25 (10-4) Exhibition
Mon 26 (10-4) Arts Activity
Tue 27 (12, 1, 2) Guided Walks
Wed 28 (10-4) Story Telling
Fri 30 (11am) Gardeners’ Walk

Watch for details!
What are your memories of
Isabella?
We are looking for photographs, stories and
other memorabilia about the Isabella Plantation
over the past 60 years. Help us build an archive
of Isabella’s rich past. Contact us at any of the
Anniversary Events or email:
Isabella@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk

Making it Easier to Get to
Isabella – May Transport Trials
At the beginning of May, two trials were
carried out to test how we can help people
get to Isabella Plantation.
Led by Project partners the Holly Lodge
Centre with support from Richmond and
Kingston Accessible Transport, the first day
involved running a Buggy service to help
visitors get from Broomfield Hill Car Park to
the gates of Isabella Plantation. The second
day involved a Minibus service from Ham to
the Peg's Pond Car Park.
The Broomfield Hill Buggy service was a
clear success, transporting 164 people in 40
trips, with positive feedback from 399
visitors. The Peg's Pond Minibus service
was less well used, transporting only 35
people, although the success of this type of
service relies on effective advertising, unlike
the Buggy service that's visible to people at
the site.
We plan to run more trails of the Minibus
service from different locations around the
Park, and will be considering running the
Buggy service on a regular basis in the
future.
Special thanks to Malcolm Childs from the
Holly Lodge Centre for his excellent work to
make this happen.

What’s Included in the Isabella
Plantation Access Project?
Toilets at Camellia Walk
Refurbishment Jan to March 2012
The Plantation’s old toilet block was refurbished
in February and March 2012 with funding from
The Royal Parks.

Activities and Volunteers
The project’s activity programme launched with
the appointment of a community worker in April
2011 to develop projects, recruit volunteers and
work with partners.

APPRENTICES IN ISABELLA
The project includes two apprentices
– one starting in September 2013 and
one in September 2014.
Jan to March 2013 Ponds and
Streams
The first major stage of physical work related to
the ponds and streams, including desilting of all
three ponds and extending Peg’s Pond with
reed beds to create new environments for
wildlife. The works also cleared streams and
constructed boardwalks for visitors to view the
pond. The weather conditions meant this work
was more intrusive than we had hoped, and we
apologise to all who were inconvenienced,
however work was finished according to plan
ahead of Easter and the bird nesting season.

Canopy Thinning and
Rhododendron Ponticum Removal
Although many people have enjoyed the
overgrown, hidden quality of Isabella, there has
long been a need to reduce the thick canopy
and remove the Rhododendron Ponticum that
carry disease and harm other plants.
Don’t be alarmed at what may seem to be
radical thinning in the Plantation – this work will
ensure the long term health of the plants. Much
of this work has been carried out by the Isabella
Horticultural Volunteers and gardeners, who will
continue to remove and control Invasive
species. Additional planting of native species
along margins will take place where appropriate.

Oct 2013 to June 2014
Infrastructure and Access Work
Over the coming months, designs are being
finalised and contractors sought to carry out
the main infrastructure works to the
Plantation.
This will include:
• Creating an irrigation system that is not
reliant on mains water.
• Upgrading the path network to create
more accessible routes.
• Upgrading bridges and making gates
more accessible
• Installing new benches
• Upgrading Peg’s Pond (disabled) car
park and access road
• Constructing a new sustainable toilet
block and shelter adjacent to the Peg’s
Pond gate. This will be made of green
oak and screened by planting. It will be
provided with off grid power and heated
by a biomass boiler. The toilets
themselves will be low water
composting.

Keep in Touch
We will announce the main phases of work
on The Royal Parks website:
http://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond
-park/richmond-park-attractions/isabellaplantation
Sign up for our mailing list and receive
regular news about what’s going on with the
project. Sign up today or contact us on

isabella@royalparks.gsi.gov.uk.
You can get a progress update and feed
your views into the project every few
months.

PUBLIC PROJECT
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