
We are proposing a new Learning Centre and volunteer hub in 
the Nursery Yard by Vanbrugh Gate. This will create a unique 
new public space in an area which is currently inaccessible to 
visitors. The Learning Centre will be a new venue for school and 
community learning and well-being activities. 

Activities could include:
• Lifelong learning programmes
• Lectures and talks
• Stay and Play sessions for pre-school children
• Horticulture volunteering and training
• Arts and crafts classes
• Yoga, dance, meditation and martial arts classes

The Learning Centre will be designed by Architype, award-
winning architects who specialise in sustainable buildings. Their 
previous projects include the Sydenham Garden Resource 
Centre, Horniman Museum Library and the University of East 
Anglia’s Enterprise Centre, dubbed as the UK’s greenest 
building in 2015.
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It is distinctive

• a new, contemporary building 
of the highest design and 
construction standard

• a building that the community 
will love

• a building that is accessible 
to everyone, offering a range 
of activities for all to enjoy

• a visually-striking building 
with a strong identity that 
draws people in

It reveals the park

• a building that creates 
new physical and visual 
connections, revealing the 
hidden workings of the park 
and a gateway to further 
exploration

• a new public courtyard where 
friends can meet and relax

• a new perspective on the 
deer enclosure

• expanded opportunities for 
community growing and 
learning provides more 
information about the park

• an inviting community space, 
with regularly-changing 
exhibitions and activities

It is durable and adaptable

• a building made with 
durable materials that stay 
looking good and are low 
maintenance

• a building with highly-flexible 
spaces that can effectively 
support a wide range of uses

• a building that is unique and  
an attractive venue to hire

• a building that is leading 
the way in sustainability, 
from energy efficiency and 
reduced carbon emissions 
to the use of recycled, local 
and natural materials

It is connected to its
environment

• A building which offers 
generous inside/outside 
spaces and façades 
that filter and reflect its 
surroundings, blurring the 
edge between building and 
landscape

• a building with windows that 
provide panoramic views into 
the landscape and provide 
excellent levels of natural 
daylight

• a building for all seasons 
that can adapt to changes 
in climate and weather, 
in summer cooling and 
providing shade, in Winter 
providing shelter and warmth
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We have been working with a range of stakeholders to develop 
initial ideas for the building. 

A summary of our aspirations for the building are that:


