
A big hello to all from The Royal Parks Play Team

Did you know that trees talk to each other underground through their roots? The idea of trees being separated, but still 
connected through their own wood wide web, is a bit like how we have felt being separated from each other - and from 
you! - but still reaching out, trying to stay in touch and making time for play. 

First, we would like to give you some updates on what we have been doing indoors and online:

In January, we had our first meeting with play advisors – a team made up of children and young people living locally 
to the Greenwich and Gloucester Gate playgrounds. We received so many great ideas from this group, who have 
dubbed themselves the Play Saviours. 

We will be meeting again at 4pm on Friday 14 May via Zoom and  we are very much open to new members – each 
participant will receive a 52 pack of play cards from our partners London Play. These 52 beautifully rendered cards 
feature a unique playful idea or game. So, if you are a child or young person living locally to Gloucester Gate  
playground get in touch.

In February half term we delivered four online 
play session called Tiny Bugs Big Adventures as 
part of The Royal Park’s free Virtual Discovery 
Week for families (Sche and Panda in action - 
right). We finally had a chance to virtually meet 
and play along with 60 of you aged between 
0 and 9 and we really enjoyed it.

From the 19 April you will see Street Artist ATN painting an invertebrate themed mural in the Gloucester Gate 
playground – keep your eyes peeled as we know it is going to be very beautiful. Please find an invertebrate colouring 
sheet and stickers in this pack to get familiar with our tiny friends who are the backbone of nature in the parks and 
across the globe.

Congratulations to our winter competition winner! We were looking for the 
silliest and most imaginative responses to our question: “If you were an 
invertebrate, what would you be and why?”

Kaleb Hanson, aged 9 described an ‘antle’ to us: 

“Antles would sleep in the day and come out at night when all the people 
at the park have gone home and they would fly above the ground with 
X-ray vision glow in the dark eyes and look out for food left behind by 
children in the day. Antles would help with climate change as their poo 
which is hazardous and highly toxic would breakdown plastic bottles and 
other rubbish in the park and prevent landfill waste!”

Be sure to read the full description of an Antle on our website.

Kaleb will be going on his very own Bug Hunt in The Regent’s Park led by 
May Webber of The Royal Parks’ Mission: Invertebrate project. We look 
forward to meeting you in May, Kaleb and friends.
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What an ‘antle’ might look like

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/mission-invertebrate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37365079
https://www.londonplay.org.uk/content/45854/our_work/recent_work/play_52/winter_play_52
mailto:play@royalparks.org.uk
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/play-in-the-park/play-programme-events-at-gloucester-gate


During these times, it is important to be getting out of 
the house and into nature, so why not liven up your local 
walks with these free audio walks?: 

Music for Trees made for The Royal Parks 
Enter a soundscape of geo-located music 
composed for the trees of Regent’s Park. 
This new app will play music by students 
from the Royal Academy of Music, their 
creations an interpretation of the trees’ 
different characteristics. As you listen 
and walk a musical story inspired 
by trees will unfold. Download the 
Music for Trees app from the App 
Store, pop in your headphones and 
go and have a listen to the music 
that the trees by the Gloucester Gate 
playground are making. 

Voices of the Earth from Global Generation in 
collaboration with Theatre de Complicité 
(Find map and information included in this pack).
Once you have collected all ten story telling discs and 
emailed us the story that you’ve made with them, why not 
use your Spring Treasure Trail Map to mark on things that 
interest you in your local area? We used an interactive 
tree map of London to help us plot the routes - as well as 
having a virtual guided tour Diana Foster at Somers Town 
History Club!  You could mark where the trees are and 
what kind  or where the blue plaques of Somers Town are 
and who the commemorate – or anything that interests 
you – real or imagined! If you do this – we would love to 
have pictures emailed to us.

Competition time

For our spring competition we’ll be seeking out our 
local Roots and Routes from Somers Town and The 
Regents Park Estate to Gloucester Gate Playground 
in The Regent’s Park on our Spring Treasure Trail. 
Find  the description of the activity contained within 
this pack. 

When you have found our wooden printed discs 
hanging from selected trees use them to create a 
story. Email us your stories, featuring these naturally 
local characters by Monday 7 June with a chance to 
win a book from our local friends, Global Generation’s 
Voices of the Earth Anthology.  As always, we’ll be 
looking for the most imaginative responses and 
everyone who takes part will receive a Somers Town 
History Club Activity Book.
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Children, parents, teachers, psychologists and of course us playworkers, are calling for a Summer of Play to make up 
for what researchers have called the ‘play deficit’ experienced by children over the past year. We at Play in the Park  are 
here for just that and for you! 

Freely chosen play is essential to the health, happiness, confidence and ability of every child and it is a human right as 
stated in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. So, keep an eye out for our free play sessions in Gloucester 
Gate playground and in your local area, and sign up to keep in touch with us through our website.  

Until then, keep playing!

Your Play in the Park pals,
Panda and Sche

royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/play-in-the-park/
play-programme-events-at-gloucester-gate

play@royalparks.org.uk
07817 748452

Our community noticeboard: 

Somers Town History Club has lots of fun stuff for 
children in this ‘fairytale district’ with ships, birds and 
fairytales.  We want a People’s Museum - a place for 
the history of radical thinkers, social reformers and 
rebels - like Basil Jelllicoe who started housing the 
poor, Charles Dickens, George Padmore and Mike 
Leigh. To find out more visit aspaceforus.club

Global Generation are running free nature inspired 
after school clubs for 10 – 15 year olds. These 
sessions are currently being held online, but fingers 
crossed they will be back in the Story Garden 
of the British Libary soon. For more information 
contact silvia@globalgeneration.org.uk or visit 
globalgeneration.org.uk
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