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Figure 2: Location of the Old Keeper’s Cottage area, adjacent to the Queen Elizabeth Oak in the heart 
of Greenwich Park – modern Ordnance Survey base (top) and 1916 edition (bottom). Ordnance Survey, 
Crown Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. Licence number 100051221. 
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Executive Summary 
 
A community archaeology project during 2014-16 examined the anticipated site of the 
Old Keeper’s Cottage in Greenwich Park. During the first two years geophysical 
surveys were carried out over the whole of the site, and 15 trial pits were excavated. 
The surveys were had limited success in revealing potential archaeological remains, 
and some of the pits also failed to locate anything of significance. Others, however, 
suggested that the Keeper’s Cottage buildings were nearby. All work to this stage had 
been carried out by hand. In 2016, however, larger trenches could be excavated 
because a small mechanical excavator was used. As a result, three brick masonry 
buildings found – each one in a location expected from Henry Sayer’s plan of 1840. 
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The largest trench (18) revealed an L-shaped arrangement of walls, although these 
had been built in stages rather than at the same time. The main walls defined a long 
rectangular structure, and were of 17th/18th-century date based on the character of 
their brickwork. The later section completed the L shape, and had been added c 1800: 
this date is based on the slight frogs (indentations) in the bricks. A substantial building, 
this may have been the Cottage itself. 
 
Trench 17 was sited next to 2015’s test pit 12, where large amounts of brick rubble 
had been found. The depth of the rubble (extending to more than 1.5m below current 
ground level) suggested that it may have been used to backfill a substantial feature – 
possibly a cellar (though a quarry would be an alternative explanation). Two walls were 
located in the 2016 trench, the later built alongside and in parallel with the earlier one. 
The latter was interesting because it included re-used Tudor bricks (the wall itself 
being of 17th/18th-century date). This building corresponds to a square one shown by 
Sayer. It might be the weather-boarded single-storey building illustrated by Webster in 
his 1902 book about the Park. 
 
Trench 20, a short distance to the west of Trench 18, located a third building. One end 
of this was in quite good condition, with one small square room and part of a second 
on its north side built in brick. The rest had been systematically demolished so that 
only its robbed-out foundations survived. Gravel layers associated with the walls and 
robber trenches may have been remnants of or the bedding for floors. This range of 
buildings seems to be of early 19th century date – so it can only have been in place for 
a generation or two before the whole complex was demolished in 1853. It is hard to 
know what function it served, but it is tempting to see it as an outside toilet know to 
have existed in the 1830s. 
 
Artefacts were found in abundance during each year of the project. These ranged from 
possible worked flints of earlier/mid-prehistoric date and a Roman brooch (all clearly 
residual) to late 19th and early 20th-century finds (such as coins) which plainly post-
dated the demolition of the Keeper’s Cottage complex. Many items that were broadly 
contemporary with the Cottage’s known period of use were also found, but very few of 
these were in contexts such as floors or foundation trenches, and so their value as 
dating evidence is limited. The brickwork provides the best evidence for when the 
various buildings were erected. 
 
 

1 Introduction 
 
The Old Keeper’s Cottage or Lodge lay very nearly at the centre of Greenwich Park. 
Its precise site is not recognisable on site today, but its overall location is well 
documented on the excellent historic mapping available for the Park (see Appendix 3 
for a selection of examples). It lay within a triangle of ground defined by Lovers’ Walk 
to the north, the Cross Walk to the south, and a further tree-lined avenue running 
between those walks to the west. The RCHME survey of the park identified the Cottage 
site as being at NGR TQ 39157735. The Queen Elizabeth’s Oak lay within the area of 
the Cottage complex: it is clearly marked as ‘Ancient Oak’ on Henry Sayer’s 1840 plan 
of the Park. The carcass of the Oak remains on site, within a polygonal iron-fenced 
enclosure. This is shown on the 1916 Ordnance Survey map of the Park (see Figure 
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2); the Oak therefore provides a useful link to the historic location of the Old Keeper’s 
Cottage. 
 
The Royal Parks commissioned Keevill Heritage Ltd to lead a community archaeology 
project on a site some 60m to the north-west of Queen Elizabeth’s Oak in 2010. Brick 
masonry was visible through the grass surface on that site, and at the time it was not 
clear how (if at all) it related to the Cottage complex. The small-scale excavations 
carried out during one week in 2010 showed that the masonry was part of an isolated, 
detached building separate from the Cottage site (Keevill and Underwood 2010). The 
project was very successful in its joint aims of evaluating the archaeology of the target 
building and providing a rare opportunity for local people to participate actively in 
archaeological fieldwork. Such was its success, indeed, that discussion soon turned 
to the potential for a larger project. This came to fruition in the work described here. 
 
The second community archaeology project was conceived from the start as one that 
would take place over several years, and would concentrate fully on the Old Keeper’s 
Cottage. The plan was to start with trial excavations and geophysical survey in the first 
two years, in the hope that this would evaluate the site successfully enough to allow 
larger, open area excavations of the complex (ideally one or more of the buildings) in 
the final year. The 2010 project was restricted to the community excavation, but the 
new one was designed from the start to include educational activities, with local junior 
and secondary schools participating in a variety of field exercises including excavation, 
map research and looking at the finds from the pits/trenches.  
 
Inevitably a community archaeology scheme of this scope required a great deal of 
careful planning and preparation. The project was sponsored by The Royal Parks and 
the Friends of Greenwich Park, with close support from English Heritage/Historic 
England. Keevill Heritage Ltd designed and delivered the archaeological strategy in 
collaboration with all three bodies, and provided the professional staff to support, train 
and supervise the volunteers. They included people who had no experience at all of 
archaeological work, as well as others who had been on several excavations and had 
good competence. We were also very fortunate to be helped by several keen local 
historians, of whom Brian Starkey deserves specific mention for his sterling work in all 
three years. The educational activities were designed by the Field Studies Council with 
help from Keevill Heritage Ltd staff, and delivered jointly by the two organisations. 
 
 

2 Aims and methods of the project 
 

2.1 Historical background 
 
The following paragraphs present an edited and slightly amended extract from 
RCHME 1994. A selection of historic surveys and maps is reproduced in Appendix 3. 
 
The Old Keeper's Cottage is shown on several early plans of Greenwich Park. The 
‘Pepys’ map of c 1680 and the Actual Survey of 1693 depict a ‘House’ and ‘Lodge’ 
respectively within a rectangular enclosure; slightly later, in Wise’s survey, the same 
building is one of only two structures (the other being the Observatory) shown within 
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the Park. By c 1750, when a plan of the Park was published in the London Magazine1, 
‘the Keeper’s House’ had been enlarged to incorporate an outbuilding to the south, set 
within a large, open compound. In 1790, a sketch shows the Keeper's Lodge and an 
outbuilding situated within a large, oval enclosure surrounded by a pale (fence). The 
Sayer plan of 1840 shows a large D-shaped enclosure again surrounded by a pale, 
covering an area roughly 1 ha (2.47 acres) in extent. The west (straight) side of the 
enclosure ran parallel to the east side of the tree avenue running north-south between 
the Tea House and Lover's Walk; the northern boundary followed the south side of a 
gravel pit. 
 
The enclosure was subdivided into three areas. The Keeper's House and four 
'outbuildings' were arranged around a yard in the south-west corner. The keeper's 
garden occupied the north-western area, which included Queen Elizabeth's Oak and 
three 'conduits'. The east side of the enclosure was a 'deer paddock' with two 
rectangular sheds, presumably serving as shelters for the animals. The Keeper's 
House was demolished in 1853. 
 

2.2 Archaeological methods 
 
The historic mapping showed the broad location of the Keeper’s Cottage complex. The 
earliest published Ordnance Survey editions post-date the demolition of the buildings 
by about 20 years, but Sayer’s plan of 1840 in particular appeared to be an accurate 
survey of the site. This and most of the earlier plans also showed the outline of the 
tree avenues and other features, so there was no reason to doubt that the Cottage 
buildings lay in the area around Queen Elizabeth’s Oak. The aim of the community 
archaeology project was therefore relatively simple: to locate and examine as much 
as possible of the complex. The first two years would concentrate on evaluation of the 
site, with all excavation by hand. It was hoped that more extensive excavation could 
take place in the final year. 
 
The initial planning for the project took place during Spring 2014. Geophysical survey 
was carried out in May (Abingdon Archaeological Geophysics 2014) and eight small 
trial pits were excavated in July of that year. In this season the community excavation 
took place during the first week, and all the educational activities occurred in the 
following week. The geophysical survey located some potentially archaeological 
anomalies but no clear pattern of buildings or enclosures was apparent. Excavation 
results were also mixed: pits 1-3 did not reveal anything of note, but features in pits 4-
6 and a rubble layer in pit 8 showed that these excavations were at least in the right 
area. Pit 7 revealed the full extent of a stone pavement associated with a water pump 
known from some of the historic maps, and also shown on a few surviving old 
photographs. 
 
The 2014 results were reviewed in several meetings with The Royal Parks, the Friends 
of Greenwich Park and English Heritage, and the strategy for 2015 was agreed at 
these as well. The area of the geophysical survey was extended in April (Abingdon 
Archaeological Geophysics 2015), and six more trial pits were excavated in July 2015. 
The initial plan had been to mirror 2014’s approach, with one week of excavation 
followed by a second for the educational visits. This had to be abandoned when train 

                                            
1 Webster dated this survey to 1695 rather than c 1750. 
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and London Underground strikes forced the cancellation of all work on the final two 
days of the first week. The excavations were therefore continued into the second 
week, and so ran in parallel with the school activities. This approach, though arrived 
at accidentally, proved to be a success – it allowed the school groups to see the work 
in progress, and thus that they were involved in an active excavation. As for the results, 
further geophysical anomalies were found (some potentially of prehistoric or Roman 
date), and all of the pits revealed archaeological evidence for the Keeper’s Cottage 
complex. Clear structural evidence was still elusive, though pits 12 and 13 contained 
promising results. Figure 3 is a view of the completed Pit 7, and Figure 4 shows the 
location of all the 2014-15 trial pits. 

 
Figure 3: Above - trial pit 7 looking north, with the full extent of the 
pavement exposed. The base of the old water pump is clearly 
visible, as is the Ordnance Survey bench mark/trig point in front 
of it. The bench mark is shown on the 1916 OS map (see Figure 
2), with a value of 126ft 3in. Right – an illustration of the water 
pump in front of Queen Elizabeth’s Oak (Webster 1902, facing 
page 7). Webster noted that “The old Keeper’s Cottage, or Lodge, 
… stood close to Queen Elizabeth’s Oak, near the centre of the 
Park, and which was pulled down in 1853 … Both the old oak and 
the pump were within the oaken garden fence” (1902, 31-2). 
Sayer shows the Ancient Oak very clearly, in the large enclosure 
to the north-west of the buildings (see Figure 12). 
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Figure 4: Location of the 2014-15 trial pits. Scale 
1:500 (approximate). 
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3 Description 
 

3.1 Introduction 
 
Table 1 provides a summary of the pit / trench results. Excavations where no 
significant archaeology was revealed are not considered further. The remainder of 
Section 3 describes the main excavations in greater detail. Perhaps inevitably, this 
concentrates on the results from 2016. Context numbers commenced at 20 to avoid 
any confusion with the nearby 2010 excavation, where numbers 1-17 were used. 
Appendix 1 provides a full list and description of the contexts recorded in 2014-16. 
 

Tr/P 
No 

Size Finds? Summary 

2014 excavations 

1 5m x 1m  Few 50mm topsoil (20) and 120mm dense silty subsoil (21) over grey-
brown sandy gravel (22), assumed to be natural geology. No 
archaeology located despite nearby geophysical anomalies. 

2 2m sq Few 50mm topsoil (23) and 60mm dense silty subsoil (24) over grey-
brown sandy gravel (25), assumed to be natural geology. No 
archaeology located despite nearby geophysical anomalies. 

3 4m x 1m Few 70mm topsoil (26) and 70mm dense silty subsoil (27) sealing very 
shallow linear feature 28 (fill 29), cutting grey-brown sandy gravel 
(30), assumed to be natural geology. Feature may be natural but 
coincides with area of geophysical anomaly. 

4 2m sq Yes 50mm topsoil (31) over 260mm mixed gravelly silt subsoil (32) 
over finds-rich silty sand (33), not bottomed at 400mm thick. May 
be fill of a pit or ditch. Coincides with pit-like anomaly and ditch in 
geophysical survey, the ditch also being apparent as a slight 
depression. Finds are late post-medieval to modern. 

5 3m x 1m Yes 50mm topsoil (34) over dense silty subsoil (35), 100mm at west 
end of trench but thickening to c 300mm and becoming sandier at 
east end on downslope. This coincides with a visible earthwork 
and may be part of the Cottage enclosure. 

6 3m x 1m Yes Trench excavated across ditch-like anomaly and used for the 
educational activities. 100mm topsoil (36) over mid-brown to 
yellow-brown silty sand (37), at least 900mm thick, probably fill of 
a ditch or similar feature. Finds all later post-medieval. 

7 2.5m x 2m  No (modern 
glass not 
kept) 

Paved area around the metal base for former water exposed and 
recorded. Included Ordnance Survey benchmark/trig point. 
Examination in subsequent years showed that the paving overlies 
a large water cistern. Topsoil 38, subsoil 39, pea grit 40 around / 
under paving 41, pump base 42, OS mark 43. 

8 2m sq Yes 50mm topsoil (44) over 70mm dense silty subsoil (45) with many 
roots, over brick and tile rubble layer (46). 2015 test pit 12 also 
examined this layer. 

Summary: Test pits 1-3 did not reveal anything of interest. Pits 4-6 located ditches that may have 
been part of the boundaries around the Keeper’s Cottage complex as shown by Sayer. Pit 7 fully 
revealed the pavement around a former water pump. Pit 8 exposed a dense layer of building rubble, 
perhaps representing demolition of one of the Cottage buildings. There was insufficient time to carry 
on this excavation, so a new pit (12) was opened up in 2016 instead. 

2015 excavations 

9 Not used – intended for a small trench on possible deer sheds to the north, but this was not 
excavated. 
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Tr/P 
No 

Size Finds? Summary 

10 2m x 2.2m Yes 120mm topsoil/finds number (50) over 320mm gravelly subsoil 
(69) and 270mm ashy silt-gravel (70) onto orange-brown silty clay 
and gravel (71) at base of pit – natural geology? 

11 2m x 2.1m Yes 120mm topsoil/finds number (51) over 200mm silty gravel subsoil 
(56), 150mm ashy silt-gravel (79) and 50mm mortar lens (80) on 
orange-brown silty clay and gravel (72) at base of pit – natural 
geology? 

12 2m x 2.1m Yes 150mm topsoil/finds number (52) over pale to mid-brown subsoil 
(73, 74) with combined thickness 200mm onto thin gravel horizon 
(75), then sequence of rubble layers (76, 77, 78) at least 1.13m 
thick, not bottomed. Natural geology not seen anywhere in pit, but 
extensive root zone affected extent of excavation. 

13 2.1m sq Yes 30-120mm topsoil/finds number (53) over gravel platform (61), with 
pea grit (59) between them in S half of pit. Platform slopes to S and 
E. On S side a small feature (57, fill 58) cuts pea grit 59, which 
seals feature 62 (fill 60), which is probably a robber trench (it may 
return along E side of pit); 57 is perhaps only root action. 

14 2.3m sq Yes 100mm topsoil/finds number (54) over series of gravel surfaces 
(63, 64, combined 100mm thick in pit as a whole, then 81 50mm, 
82 50-60mm, 83 230mm in sondage) with finds throughout, onto 
orange-brown silty clay and gravel (88) at base of pit – natural 
geology? 

15 2m sq Yes 120mm topsoil/finds number (55) over linear feature (89, fill 90) 
which cuts gravel quarry (66=86, fill 65=87). In the edge of this, 
micro-laminated natural sand (67=85) over orange-brown natural 
gravel (68=84). 

16 4m x 2m Yes Extension of Trench 6, again for the year’s educational activities. 
Excavation largely remained within the topsoil and top of subsoil / 
ditch fill. The trench was re-opened in 2016 and excavated more 
deeply, but without significantly different results from Trench 6. 

Summary: All the pits revealed archaeological remains. Pits 10 and 11 exposed subsoil layers with 
extensive finds assemblages. Pit 12 showed that the rubble first seen in Pit 8 continued to at least 1m 
below the current ground level. The rubble had apparently been used to fill in a substantial hollow. 
This may have been a cellar for one of the Cottage buildings, or it could have been an old quarry. Pit 
13 located a robber trench and gravel platform, possibly for one of the Cottage buildings. Gravel yard 
surfaces in Pit 14 may have been associated with this. Pit 15 revealed a ditch (probably the same 
feature seen in Pit 6) cutting a gravel or sand quarry. 

2016 excavations (described in full below) 

17 5.5m x 1m Yes Two walls (143 and 144) found, running together in parallel. Tile, 
pottery, brick and other finds in abundance. 

18 8m x 3.8m Yes Walls 105, 106 and 107 formed one end of a substantial building. 
A single brick in the internal north-east corner was the only part 
of it floor to survive. Tile, pottery, brick and other finds again in 
abundance. 

19 5m x 2m No No archaeology found, trench abandoned and backfilled straight 
away. 

20 10.2m x 1-
3.8m 

Yes Successfully located a long, narrow set of buildings – 154 with 
associated contexts. Clear evidence for demolition of the building 
(though its southern room may have been left standing for some 
time as its walls were generally in good condition). Tile, pottery, 
brick and other finds again in abundance. 

21 5.8m x 1-
2.7m 

Yes Extension south from south-east corner of Trench 18. Complex 
area of walls: 123 appears to be the south-east corner of the 
building found in Trench 18; other walls represent an alteration of 
(120) and extension to it (121, 122 and 130). 

22 4m x 1-
1.5m 

Yes Successfully located the extension south of wall 106, as 126; 127 
represented the south-west corner of the building. 
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3.2 Walls 143/144 (Trench 17, test pit 12)  
 
It became apparent towards the end of the 2014 excavations that a building might 
have been found to the south-east of the old water pump pavement. Test pit 8 revealed 
a layer of building rubble (46). Unfortunately the pit also exposed a dense network of 
tree roots – unsurprisingly, as it lay between two mature trees. There was insufficient 
time even to sample this layer, so 2015’s pit 12 was excavated next to it - partly in the 
hope that the roots would be less of an issue here. In fact they were just as much a 
problem in the new pit, although sondages were successfully excavated into the rubble 
between the roots. Three layers were noted (76, 77, 78): the upper two were compact 
and cohesive, but the lowest (78) was very loose. The three layers were at least 1.13m 
thick together (thus reaching to at least 1.5m below the current ground level), but were 
not bottomed. Natural geology was not seen anywhere in pit. The depth of the rubble 
suggested that it may have been used to backfill a substantial feature – possibly a 
cellar (though a quarry would be an alternative explanation).  
 

 
Figure 5: Test pit 12 viewed from the east 

 
Trench 17 was excavated immediately to the north of pit 8 during 2016. Roots were 
still a problem, meaning that the machine could not be used. Hand excavation is a 
time-consuming process, and prevented any temptation to expand the trench. This 
was unfortunate, as two brick walls were found (143 and 144) built alongside/parallel 
with one another. They ran at an oblique angle across the trench, giving an orientation 
of north-north-east to south-south-west; only a 1.15m length of each was exposed. 
Wall 144 (the earlier of the two) survived to four courses in height (0.28m), the top one 
being offset by c 70mm on the east side. It is assumed that a similar offset was present 
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to the west, but this was covered by wall 143. The latter had five courses (0.4m) and 
presumably represented a strengthening of the earlier wall.  
 

 
Figure 6: Walls 143 (front) and 144. Note the tree roots extending underneath the earlier wall. 

 

3.3 Building 130 (Trenches 18, 21 and 22; test pits 13 and 14)  
 
The machine could be used throughout trenches 18, 21 and 22, allowing the greater 
part of building 130 to be exposed. It was of two main constructional phases. The first 
was a simple rectangular structure, 7.6m long and 4m wide, oriented roughly north-
south. Brick wall 105 formed the north end of the building, with walls 106 and 107/108 
returning southwards to the west and east respectively. Wall 106 only extended for a 
short distance in trench 18 before terminating quite roughly; while this was partially the 
result of demolition and/or later disturbance, sufficient remained in situ to suggest that 
a door had existed just to the south of the corner with 105. This probably replaced one 
in the exactly same position in the east wall, blocked by brickwork 109. This door was 
0.56m wide, but the dimension of the one in wall 106 could not be determined as only 
the north jamb was present in the trench. 
 
The building had been constructed on ground which rose quite sharply to the south. It 
therefore had to be terraced in. This created an unusual detail on the east side, where 
wall 108 terminated at just over 3m south of its corner with 105. No further masonry 
was present for the next 1.8m, but at that point a short stretch of brick masonry (120) 
was found in trench 21. This was of similar construction and brick type as the rest of 
the first-phase walls in 130, but it appeared to abut the corner formed by second phase 
walls 121 and 122. It is possible that this was a ‘reverse’ relationship, with 120/121 
being built up to/cutting through an existing wall (120). Whether this was the case or 
not, wall 123 c 1.8m south of 120 formed the south-east corner of the first-phase 
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building. The south-west corner was found in trench 22 (127, turning north as 126 and 
lining up with 106).  
 

 

 
Figure 7: Top - wall 108 begins to emerge in the early stage of the 2016 excavation. Bottom – building 
130 takes shape as work continues. 
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The walls in this first phase of building 130 were not especially well constructed, with 
no clear bond pattern and irregular coursing. Wall 105, for example, varied from four 
to five brick courses; some of the variation was made up with short stretches of tile 
fillets. This was also the most substantial masonry, at 0.34m wide (ie a header and 
stretcher). The walls were only a single brick wide otherwise (typically 0.24m), though 
the short surviving stretch of 106 was also 0.34m wide where it bonded with 105. 
 

 
Figure 8: Walls 105 (left) and 107, with blocked door 109 to the right. Note single brick 117, sole remnant 
of the internal floor. 

 
A single brick (117) in the internal angle between walls 105 and 107 was the only area 
of floor surviving within the building. It is likely (but not certain) that this belonged to 
the first phase. The brick lay at the same level as the base course of wall was 105, 
and was mortared in place. It is assumed that the whole interior would have had a 
brick floor originally. The interior was otherwise filled in with layers of mixed sandy 
gravel and some demolition rubble. Similar layers were also found outside the building. 
 
The second phase of building 130 comprised a rectangular extension to the east of 
and between walls 120 and 123. New wall 121 filled in the ’gap’ between these walls 
(thus perhaps replacing the original extent of wall 120), with 122 and 133 running east 
from its north and west ends respectively. The east end of the extension was not 
exposed but it was 1.7m wide internally. The walls were of notably better quality than 
the phase one masonry, in crisp well-made brick with slight frogs. The bonding mortar 
was very hard and cement-like, contrasting with the lime mortar of the earlier walls. 
Width was a standard 0.34m (header and stretcher), and a rough English bond was 
used. Despite this improvement in quality, the walls were somewhat irregular in build: 
121 and 122, for instance, were five courses deep where sections were dug against 
them, but nine courses were present at their corner. Wall 133, meanwhile, was 12 
courses deep. The reason for this may have been that the extension (and presumably 
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the south-east corner of phase 1) was built over a rubble layer (125). This may have 
been a backfilled quarry pit, and it was certainly deeper than the maximum extent of 
the walls.  
 

 

 
Figure 9: Top - the second-phase extension off the south-east corner of building 130, looking west. 
Bottom – walls 121 (right) and 122, with brick rubble clearly visible underneath the latter. 
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Figure 10: Overall plan of the 2016 excavations with main structural context numbers. 

 

3.4 Building 154 (Trench 20) 
 
Trench 20 located a third building (154). Its south end was in quite good condition, its 
brick walls surviving up to five courses high above two further courses of offset 
foundations. Walls 151-153 defined a small square room, and the stubs of further walls 
extending to its north demonstrated the existence of a second room. This continued 
northwards as robber trenches 155 and 159. A further robber trench (157) between 
these divided the structure into a minimum of three rooms. Gravel layers associated 
with the walls and robber trenches may have been remnants of or the bedding for 
floors.  
 
Walls 151-153 were similar in character to the second-phase extension of building 
130. The bricks were well made with slight frogs and crisp arrises (except where 
damage had occurred after demolition. The mortar was hard and cement-like, with the 
‘ghosts’ of brick courses still clearly visible as mortar upstands on the surviving wall 
tops. Building 154 is therefore regarded as being broadly contemporary with the 
extension of building 130. The following section provides a detailed consideration of 
the brick types used in the walls, and their dates. 
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Figure 11: Top – building 154 looking south, with walls 150 (to the right) and 152 clearly extending north 
beyond cross-wall 151. Robber trenches 155 (again to the right) and 159 can be seen extending further 
to the north. Bottom – detail of the rubble (160) used to backfill robber trench 159. The upper course of 
offset foundation 163 can also be seen under wall 152. 
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3.5 The bricks and other ceramic building material  
by Dr Ian Betts 
 
Three main types of brick were recorded on the site of the Keeper’s Cottage and two 
outbuildings, demolished in 1853. While a date can be given for the bricks, this is not 
always the date of the building in which they were found. Bricks were frequently 
reused, particularly for more minor features such as well and cesspit linings and in 
brick drains. The thin Tudor bricks (see below) are clearly reused from elsewhere. The 
MOLA fabric types given in the text refers to a fabric reference collection held by MOLA 
which can be consulted on request. 
 
The majority of the orange and red unfrogged bricks are mostly of probable 17th-18th 
century date based on their thickness. None seem to have sunken margins present, 
often a feature of pre-1666 brickwork, so it is possible that the Greenwich Park 
examples date to after 1666. A number of much thinner bricks, clearly reused from at 
least one earlier brick structure, are much earlier, probably late 15th to mid-16th 
century. These orange and red bricks may have been made in the London area or at 
a brickyard closer to Greenwich.  
  
Most other bricks are a darker shade of red (MOLA fabric 3032) and many have 
frogged bases and sharp corners. In London these would be given a 1750/1800–1900 
date. This means they could be mid–late 18th, but are more likely to be early–mid 19th 
century. Vast numbers of identical darker red bricks were made in the brickfields 
surrounding London from after the Great Fire of 1666 into the 19th century. This is 
probably the origin of the Greenwich Park examples which could easily be moved by 
railway or boat down to Greenwich.  
 
The third brick type present is the characteristic yellow London stock brick (MOLA 
fabric type 3035). Despite its name this type was not actually made in London, which 
does not have any yellow firing brick clay, but from brickyards established along the 
Thames estuary in north Kent and south Essex. The bricks could easily be shipped 
into London, as well as Greenwich by boat and later by railway. The earliest yellow 
stocks date to the second quarter of the 18th century (T Smith, pers comm), but they 
do not seem to have been used in any great number in London until the Victorian 
period. From the author’s experience yellow stock bricks are rarely encountered in 
early 19th century structures and are almost never found in London before this date.  
 

3.5.1 Building 130 
Wall 105  
This wall comprises has three different brick types set in a creamy-grey mortar. The 
earliest are a small number of thin red and orange bricks measuring 218mm in length, 
98mm in breadth by 49–50mm in thickness. Their thickness would suggest a late 
15th–mid 16th century date. One example has a sunken margin in the top surface, 
normally a feature of pre-1666 London-made brick.   
 
There are a number of thicker dark red bricks measuring 214–215mm in length, 98–
110mm in breath by 54–64mm in thickness (most are 58–64mm). These bricks are 
probably 17th–18th century. 
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Wall 105 also incorporates a number of early–mid 19th century yellow stock brick 
measuring 218–223mm in length, 98–102mm in breadth by 60–63mm in thickness. 
They are in the upper course, and perhaps represent localised ‘patch’ repairs. The 
wall also incorporated peg roofing tiles and chalk rubble.  
 
Wall 108  
This adjoins wall 105. The brickwork in the wall was far more homogenous comprising 
red and orange coloured bricks measuring 224–232mm in length, 99–104mm in 
breadth by 56–69mm in thickness. There are no visible frogs and the brick edges are 
fairly rounded. These are probably of 17th–18th century date. They are bonded in 
cream mortar. No bricks were measured in the blocked doorway (context 109). 
 
Wall 126 
Although fewer bricks could be recorded, these seem very similar to those used in 
context 108. They are bonded in a similar cream mortar. The bricks which could be 
measured are 234mm in length, 103–115mm in breadth by 57–68mm in thickness. 
Again these are probably of 17th–18th century.  
 
Wall 121 
This wall was built from darker red fairly sharp edged bricks with fairly shallow thin 
frogs. These are set in greyish mortar not unlike that used in wall 105. The bricks 
measure 220–228mm in length, 100–104mm in breadth by 63–65mm in thickness. 
The same bricks were found in wall 122. They can be dated to 1750–1900, but are 
more likely to be early–mid 19th century. Similar bricks were noted in wall 133.  
 
Wall 123 
Wall 123 was too disturbed for accurate brick measurement, but the small number of 
red and orange bricks visible in the western end are similar in appearance to these 
used in walls 108 and 126. 
 
Disturbed brickwork 120 
Abutting wall 122 is a small area of disturbed brick (context 120) comprising a jumble 
of red brick of uncertain date and a small hard yellow Dutch paving brick. The latter 
were imported from the Netherlands into Britain around from the 1630’s into the 18th 
century. They were mainly used where a hard-wearing floor surface was required, 
such as the floor of stable blocks or courtyards. There were normally laid on edge in 
a herringbone pattern. Several other examples of this very characteristic brick type 
were noted in trenches 18 and 21 (as well as in trench 20). 
 

3.5.2 Building 154 
Most bricks were measured from wall 153 but all the bricks appear very similar in 
colour, shape and form. They would all appear to be contemporary in date. The bricks, 
which are red and pink in colour, are sharp edged with fairly deep broad frogs. They 
measure 227–238mm in length, 102–110mm in breadth by 64–68mm in thickness. 
The bricks, which are set in a hard brown mortar, are almost certainly early–mid 19th 
century in date.        
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3.5.3 Northern outbuilding 
Only a small area of walling was exposed, so only a limited number of brick 
measurements were taken.  
 
Wall 144 
The wall includes a few small thin red and orange bricks of 44–50mm thickness. Their 
thickness would suggest a late 15th–mid 16th century date. A few similar bricks were 
recovered from the Keeper’s Cottage (wall 105). In the same wall, set in cream mortar, 
were larger red and orange brick measuring 101–105mm in breadth by 58–65mm in 
thickness (no length visible). These are probably 17th or 18th century. 
  
Wall 143 
Abutting the north side wall 144 was another brick wall, set in cream mortar. The 
brickwork is partly obscured by mortar pointing but includes brick of red, orange and 
yellow colour. The latter are early–mid 19th century yellow stock bricks.  
 

3.5.4 Other ceramic building material 
A number of peg roofing tiles were present on site, some of which were incorporated 
into a brick wall of the Keeper’s Cottage (context 105). They may have been intended 
as a levelling course. Other detached examples have two small peg/nail holes, 
typically around 8–9mm diameter, which is more characteristic of peg tiles of late 
17th/early 18th–19th century date. The peg tiles were probably made somewhere in the 
Greenwich/London area 
 
The Keeper’s Cottage would appear to have been covered with pantiles at some stage 
in its life. Pantiles were introduced from the Netherlands in the 1630s. There is 
documentary evidence that there was an attempt by an English tilemaker to make 
pantiles before this date but this seems to have ended in commercial failure. The first 
commercially successful English pantiles are believed to have been those made by 
Danial Defoe at his Tilbury works from 1694 or 1695. The Greenwich Park examples 
could be English or Dutch.        
 
 

3.6 Other finds 
by Cathy Keevill 
 
All of the finds were counted and weighed by context. The pottery was given Museum 
of London pottery codes. Special finds have been recorded and cross-referenced. Tile 
and brick were recorded and weighed, and have been cross-referenced to Dr Betts’ 
specialist report on the in situ tile and brick. 
 
The majority of the pottery and finds from the Old Keeper’s Cottage excavations from 
2014-2016 are post-medieval in date. There are some prehistoric flints including 
Mesolithic microliths and scrapers from test pit 11 and trench 16. This indicates some 
prehistoric activity in the area. The Thames gravels are notable for prehistoric sites 
and finds. 
   
The one exceptional find is a Roman single piece fibula (brooch) with a head stud and 
fastening, and a decorated back to the brooch with traces of red and other enamel 
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particularly on the head of the brooch. Similar types with red and blue enamel and 
head stud have been dated to the 2nd century AD. The brooch was found in test pit 11.  
A Roman road and Roman temple site are known in Greenwich Park but the fibula is 
the only Roman find from the excavations. 
   
The earliest post-medieval pottery consists of Frechen (Rhineland stoneware) sherds 
dated to the late 16th-17th century, yellow glazed Surrey ware dated to the 17th century, 
early post-medieval fine red ware also dated to the 17th century, and 17th/18th-century 
tin glazed ware. Finds of similar date include a piece of a 17th-18th century musket and 
musket balls. There were also some post-medieval glass beads from test pit 16 
including a mid -19th century black bead, a pear-shaped yellow bead, and blue and 
white beads. All of these were found by primary school children, with excellent 
observation skills. 
 
The majority of the pottery and finds are 18th/19th century. Most of the coins are late 
19th century and early 20th century. Most of the pottery consists of factory wares. The 
Staffordshire white salt-glazed ware is dated to the 18th century. Creamware, bone 
china, pearl ware and post-medieval red earthenware all date from the 18th century to 
19th century. Some of the red earthenware could be 16th and 17th century in date but 
there are few datable vessel types.  
 

4 Discussion 
 
Wall 143 was interesting because it included re-used Tudor bricks (the wall itself being 
of 17th/18th-century date). It is of course difficult to press an interpretation very far 
based on a short stretch of masonry (in this case two parallel walls). Nevertheless this 
masonry was found exactly where a square building is shown by Sayer in 1840 (see 
Appendix 3, Figure A3.3). It might be the weather-boarded single-storey building 
illustrated by Webster in his 1902 book about the Park. Unfortunately the captions in 
Webster do not provide any indication of the direction of view in either or the two 
illustrations of the Keeper’s Cottage (facing pages 31 and 32). Neither can the two 
images be easily reconciled: they show similar buildings set among semi-mature trees 
and saplings, and there are some similarities in the views. There are more differences, 
however, and we hesitate to offer a ‘definitive’ interpretation of walls 143/144 based 
on Sayer and Webster. It is still suggested that this building was associated with a 
large hollowed area as found in test pit 12; we cannot be sure that this was a backfilled 
cellar, but that is still the preferred suggestion. A detail of the Sayer plan and the 
clearer of Webster’s two illustrations are shown below. 
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Figure 12: Extract from the Sayer plan with suggested structure locations (note the ‘Ancient Oak’), and 
one of Webster’s images of the Keeper’s Cottage as reproduced in The Kentish Mercury, 1925. 
 
Building 130 was found in the location of a complex of buildings and spaces shown by 
Sayer. Interpretation of this part of his plan is not straightforward. Some areas shown 
with a dark shading appear to be buildings, but are some/any of the remaining light-
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toned areas buildings as well, or are they yards? Webster’s illustration might suggest 
a possible explanation for the different tones, in that some of the buildings are faced 
with weatherboarding while others seem to be rendered. Perhaps this explains the 
different tones on the plan. At any rate, the excavated building started out as a simple 
long rectangular structure, probably of 17th/18th-century date based on the brickwork. 
This was extended to form an L-shaped range in the early 19th century. Doors were 
quite narrow and seemingly of domestic character rather than broad barn-type doors. 
The floor was of brick, and small Dutch bricks found in the demolition rubble around 
trenches 18 and 21 probably came from floors as well. Building 130 is tentatively 
identified as the Keeper’s Cottage itself. 
 
The long range of buildings (154) in trench 20 seems to be of early 19th century date. 
The extensive robbing makes it difficult to be certain, but what is left is clearly of a 
single phase. Dr Betts places an early-mid 19th-century date on the brickwork – so this 
building can only have been in place for a generation or two before the whole complex 
was demolished in 1853. Webster does not give any significant details or description 
of any buildings in the Keeper’s Cottage complex. More information is available from 
The Standard of Saturday 23 January 1830. This reported on the coroner’s inquest 
into the unfortunate death of John Eaglestone, the Keeper of Greenwich Park. He 
seems to have taken his own life with a rifle. The testimony of his brother Henry was 
that John had committed suicide in ‘the privy in the garden’. The three small rooms in 
building 154 resemble a similar range shown by Sayer. Their size does not readily 
suggest either living or agricultural space, though they could perhaps have been 
stores. Alternatively this could have been a range of privies like the one where John 
met his unfortunate end. 
 

5 Conclusions 
 
The Old Keeper’s Cottage project successfully achieved its archaeological aim of 
finding the building complex. It has therefore considerably enhanced our knowledge 
not only of this specific complex but also of the Park as a whole. More than that, 
however, the project was exceptional in offering direct hands-on experience of a full, 
research-led archaeological excavation to so many people across three years. This 
applied both to the excellent volunteers – many of whom returned to the fray each year 
– and to the enthusiastic school children. It was a pleasurable experience for all. 
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Appendix 1: Context list 2014-16 
 

TP/Tr Number Type Description Interpretation 

1 20 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

1 21 Layer Mid brown dense and compact sandy silt, 
120mm thick. 

Subsoil. 

1 22 Layer Grey-brown sandy silty gravel. Probably natural. 
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TP/Tr Number Type Description Interpretation 

2 23 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

2 24 Layer Mid brown dense and compact sandy silt, 
60mm thick. 

Subsoil. 

2 25 Layer Grey-brown sandy silty gravel. Probably natural. 

3 26 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

3 27 Layer Mid brown dense and compact sandy silt, 
120mm thick. 

Subsoil. 

3 28 Feature Linear feature running E-W, 0.8m wide 
but only 50mm deep. 

Possibly natural feature 
(tree root?). 

3 29 Fill Sandy fill of F28, similar to subsoil 27. Feature fill. 

3 30 Layer Grey-brown sandy silty gravel. Probably natural. 

4 31 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

4 32 Layer Mixed gravel and dark brown silty gravel, 
0.26m thick. 

Subsoil. 

4 33 Layer Dark brown silty sand, numerous finds, 
0.4m thick but not bottomed. 

Subsoil or feature fill – 
may be in a ditch or pit. 

5 34 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm 
thick.  

Topsoil. 

5 35 Layer Mid brown dense and compact sandy silt, 
100mm at west end, thickening to 0.3m 
and becoming sandier toward east end on 
downslope. 

Coincides with a visible 
earthwork. May be part 
of enclosure around the 
Cottage. 

6 36 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 40mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

6 37 Layer Mid-brown to yellow-brown silty sand, at 
least 900mm thick. Excavated by children 
as part of education activities. 

Probably fill of a ditch, 
may be part of 
enclosure around the 
Cottage. Finds all later 
post-medieval. 

7 38 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 40mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

7 39 Layer Mixed gravel and dark brown silty gravel, 
50mm-150mm thick. 

Subsoil. 

7 40 Layer Red-brown small gravel/pea grit surface 
around/under 41. 

Material eroded from 41. 

7 41 Floor Eight large stone slabs with iron feature 
42 set into central area. 

Pavement around water 
pump. 

7 42 Feature Iron ring set into floor 41. Base of water pump. 

7 43 Feature Arrow mark cut into floor 41 next to pump 
base. 

Ordnance Survey bench 
mark/trig point. 

8 44 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm 
thick. 

Topsoil. 

8 45 Layer Mid brown dense and compact sandy silt, 
70mm thick, with extensive tree roots. 

Subsoil. 

8 46 Layer Brick and tile rubble layer, unexcavated. Demolition rubble. 

- 47-49 - Not used - 

10 50 Layer Topsoil/initial cleaning number, 120mm 
thick. 

Finds number/topsoil. 

11 51 Layer Topsoil/initial cleaning number, 120mm 
thick. 

Finds number/topsoil. 

12 52 Layer Topsoil/initial cleaning number, 150mm 
thick. 

Finds number/topsoil. 

13 53 Layer Topsoil/initial cleaning number, 30mm-
120mm thick. 

Finds number/topsoil. 
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TP/Tr Number Type Description Interpretation 

14 54 Layer Topsoil/initial cleaning number, 100mm 
thick. 

Finds number/topsoil. 

15 55 Layer Topsoil/initial cleaning number, 120mm 
thick. 

Finds number/topsoil. 

11 56 Layer Grey silty gravel, 320mm thick under 51. Subsoil. 

13 57 Feature Small sub-rectangular/ovoid feature, cuts 
pea grit 59. 0.8m x 0.34m, D 80mm. 

Possible timber socket – 
or tree root? 

13 58 Fill Dark grey-brown silty clay. Dimensions as 
57. 

Fill of 57. 

13 59 Layer Thin (40-50mm) layer of pea grit over 
most of S half of pit. Seals 62/60, cut by 
57. 

Erosion of platform 61. 

13 60 Fill Grey-brown silty fill of 62, 140mm thick. Fill of 62. 

13 61 Layer  Gravel in N and NW part of pit, sloping 
away to S and E. Forms a quite distinct 
platform. 

Terraced floor/platform, 
perhaps part of building 
in Keeper’s Cottage 
complex. 

13 62 Feature Linear feature running across S side of pit 
– 0.87m wide and 140mm deep, steep 
sides and flat base. 

Possibly a robber trench 
– part of same building 
as 61? 

14 63 Layer Upper gravel surface, c 50mm thick. Brick 
and tile included. 

Sequence of surfaces, 
probably for a yard in 
the Cottage complex. 

14 64 Layer Lower gravel surface, c 50mm thick. Brick 
and tile included. 

Sequence of surfaces, 
probably for a yard in 
the Cottage complex. 

15 65 Fill Mixed sand/gravel with some brick rubble. Fill of quarry 66. Same 
as 85. 

15 66 Feature Substantial feature, shape unclear due to 
limited size of the excavation. At least 
1.05m long in excavated sondage, 1.01m 
deep with near-vertical edges. 

Backfilled sand/gravel 
quarry. Same as 86. 

15 67 Layer Micro-laminated horizontal beds of sand 
exposed in the sides of feature 66/86. 

Natural sand – probably 
what 66/86 was dug for. 

15 68 Layer Gravel over sand 67, seen only in the E 
corner of the pit.  

Could be natural gravel 
but more likely to be a 
yard surface (see 63-4). 

10 69 Layer Gravelly silty clay, 0.32m thick. Subsoil. 

10 70 Layer Ashy, gravelly silt under 69, 0.27m thick. Subsoil. 

10 71 Layer Orange-brown silty clay/gravel at base of 
sondage in pit. 

Probably natural gravel. 

11 72 Layer Orange-brown silty clay/gravel at base of 
sondage in pit. 

Probably natural gravel.  

12 73 Layer Pale brown silty sand under 51 with some 
pea grit and mortar flecks in S side of pit, 
80mm thick. 

Layer caused by surface 
erosion? 

12 74 Layer Mid brown silty clay under 73, compact 
and dense, few inclusions, 100mm-
120mm thick. 

Subsoil. 

12 75 Layer 10mm-20mm lens of gravel/pea grit under 
74 and over 76. 

Layer caused by surface 
erosion? 

12 76 Layer Compact mid-brown silty clay with some 
brick, tile and pottery, 0.1m-0.27m thick.  

Rubbly levelling layer. 

12 77 Layer Compact orange-brown silty clay with 
much brick, tile and lumps of mortar, also 
some pottery, glass, clay pipe; generally 
0.2m thick. Under 76, over 78. 

Rammed rubble infill of 
hollow area (perhaps a 
cellar?). 
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TP/Tr Number Type Description Interpretation 

12 78 Layer Loose, mottled brown silt with patches of 
ash, and very large amounts of building 
rubble – broken bricks, stone, tile, slate, 
large lumps of mortar. Few other finds. 
Voids evident. Excavated to depth of 0.4m 
at base of pit and probed for a further 
0.4m beneath this without locating a firm 
base. 

Demolition rubble infill of 
hollow area (perhaps a 
cellar?). 

11 79 Layer Lighter grey-brown ashy silty gravel (with 
finds), 150mm thick, under 56 and over 
80. 

Possibly a surface. 

11 80 Layer Mortar lens, 50mm thick, at base of pit. Possibly a construction 
layer. 

14 81 Layer Well-sorted fine to small gravel and pea 
grit with some brick, tile and stone under 
64, 50mm thick. 

Sequence of surfaces, 
probably for a yard in 
the Cottage complex. 

14 82 Layer Very similar to 81 but better sorted for 
size and with fewer (but still some) pieces 
of brick etc; 50mm-60mm thick. 

Sequence of surfaces, 
probably for a yard in 
the Cottage complex. 

14 83 Layer Mixed gravel layer under 82 in a sondage 
close to the centre of the pit, 0.23m deep. 
May be more than one layer but could not 
determine this in the small area dug. 

Sequence of surfaces, 
probably for a yard in 
the Cottage complex. 

15 84 Layer Gravel at base of 86. Natural geology. 

15 85 Layer Micro-laminated horizontal beds of sand 
exposed in the sides of feature 66/86. 
Same as 67. 

Natural sand – probably 
what 66/86 was dug for. 

15 86 Feature Same as 66. Sand quarry. 

15 87 Fill Same as 65. Quarry backfill. 

14 88 Layer Orange-brown silty clay and gravel at 
base of pit. 

Natural geology. 

15 89 Feature Linear feature of unknown width (at least 
1.8m), 0.4m deep with very steep E edge 
and flat bottom, running N-S. May be 
associated with layers (feature fills?) in 
trench 6/16. 

Probably the boundary 
ditch for the Keeper’s 
Cottage complex. 

15 90 Fill Mid reddish-brown sandy clay fill of 89. Backfill of ditch. 

- 91-100 - Not used - 

18 101 Layer Finds number for initial excavation (topsoil 
etc). 

Finds reference. 

17 102 Layer Finds number for initial excavation (topsoil 
etc). 

Finds reference. 

20 103 Layer Finds number for initial excavation (topsoil 
etc). 

Finds reference. 

16 104 Layer Finds number for initial excavation (topsoil 
etc). 

Finds reference. 

18 105 Wall Brick structure running approx. E-W, L 4m 
W 0.34m H 0.34m. Joins with 106, 107.  

N end wall of building 
130. 

18 106 Wall Brick structure running approx. N-S, L 
0.7m W 0.24m H 0.34m. Joins with 105. 
Severe damage at S end from demolition. 

W side of building 130. 
Same as wall 126. 

18 107 Wall Brick structure running approx. N-S, L 
0.7m W 0.24m H 0.34m. Joins with 105.  

E side of building 130. 
Same as wall 108. 

18 108 Wall Brick structure running approx. N-S, L 
2.2m W 0.24m H 0.34m. Stops at S end 
where the ground rises quite sharply – 
see also walls 120, 121. 

E side of building 130. 
Same as wall 107. 
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18 109 Wall Brick structure running approx. N-S, L 
0.55m W 0.24m H 0.34m. Between ends 
of 107 and 108.  

Blocking of original door 
in E side of building 130. 

18 110 Feature Clearly defined linear feature along E side 
and around S end of walls 107-109. L 
3.5m W 0.23m D 0.2m. 

Foundation trench for 
walls 107, 109. 

18 111 Fill Mid-brown silty sand within 110, abutting 
the lower three courses of 107/109.  

Backfill of foundation 
trench 110. 

18 112 Layer Mid-brown silty clay with brick rubble in 
NW end of trench on the outer side and 
abutting the upper two-three courses of 
wall 105. Up to 0.18m thick. 

Demolition rubble from 
building 130. 

18 113 Layer Layer of cobbles in silty sand under 112, c 
0.15m thick. 

Possibly a surface, not 
certainly natural gravel. 

18 114 Layer Sand with some gravel under 113. Not 
excavated. 

Probably natural, at the 
bottom of wall 105. 

18 115 Layer Gravel south of wall 105. The ground 
rises quite substantially to the south from 
here. 

Possibly natural gravel 
but perhaps re-worked. 

18 116 Layer Sandy layer with low gravel content inside 
building 130, not same as 115 but no 
clear feature/cut line through the latter. 

Post-demolition infill to 
the interior of 130. 

18 117 Layer Single brick in the internal angle between 
walls 105 and 107, laid flat and bedded on 
mortar. Clearly in situ. Level with bottom 
course of wall 105. 

Remnant of floor inside 
building 130. 

18 118 Layer Sandy gravel under 116. Natural gravel. 

18 119 Layer Brick rubble layer in NW corner of trench 
on the outer side and abutting the upper 
two-three courses of wall 105. Up to 
0.18m thick. Same as 112. 

Demolition rubble from 
building 130. Numbered 
separately for finds. 

21 120 Wall Short (0.5m) intact section of brick wall on 
same alignment as 108, but on the higher 
ground to the south in extension trench 
21. Not well built compared to other walls 
in the trench. Three courses, c 0.24m D, 
maximum 0.34m wide. Appears to abut 
wall 121, though the brick of 120 looks 
earlier (re-used?). 

Short section of wall 
along the E side of 
building 130. Possibly 
late infill/repair when the 
original building was 
extended off its SE 
corner (walls 122, 133). 

21 121 Wall Brick wall, joined with 122, running S for 
1.76m to wall 123; 0.32m wide, up to 
0.4m (five courses) deep along much of 
its length but two further courses (130mm) 
present at S end. At the corner with 122, 
nine courses were present (0.7m). It is not 
clear why this added depth was needed. 

Part of extension off SE 
corner of building 130. 

21 122 Wall Brick wall, joined with 121, running E for 
1.4m to edge of trench; 0.32m wide, 0.4m 
(five courses) deep.  

Part of extension off SE 
corner of building 130. 

21 123 Wall Short section of brick wall running W out 
of the trench at its centre. L 0.5m W 
0.26m D c 0.4m. Damaged when walls 
121/133 added and after demolition. 

Original SE corner of 
building 130. 

21 124 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble between/abutting 
walls 120 and 122; 0.25m thick over 131.  

Post-demolition rubble. 

21 125 Layer Mixed mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with 
gravel and abundant building rubble S of 

Perhaps a quarry or 
infilled terrace edge? 
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wall walls 123 and 133; at least 0.8m thick 
but no bottomed. Certainly deeper than 
any of the walls to the north, with rubble 
and finds to full depth. 

Must pre-date building 
130. May extend under 
walls 123, 121/122 etc. 

22 126 Wall Brick wall, joined with 127, running S for 
2.35m from edge of trench; 0.24m wide, 
0.2m (three courses) deep. 

W wall of building 130. 
Same as 106. 

22 127 Wall Brick wall running E at S end of 126; L 
0.4m to E balk of trench, 0.24m W, 0.24m 
D (three courses).  

S wall of building 130. 
Same as 123. 

22 128 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble over walls 126 and 
127; 100mm thick. 

Post-demolition rubble. 

21 129 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble S of wall 122 and E of 
wall 121; only upper 0.16m excavated. 

Post-demolition rubble. 

18, 21, 
22 

130 Building Group number for walls 105-109, 120-
123, 126-127 and 133. 

Perhaps the Keeper’s 
Cottage: largest building 
found on the site. 

21 131 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay has with 
higher gravel content than 124 above; 
0.15m thick. There is gravel under wall 
122 as well but this has brick in it and is 
clearly not natural ground. Neither can 
131 be. 

May pre-date wall 122. 
Possibly associated with 
context 125 – part of 
same quarry/terrace 
infill? 

21 132 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble W of wall 121; at least 
0.4m thick, and excavation continued to c 
0.8m but not clear whether this was all 
one context.  

Post-demolition rubble. 

21 133 Wall Brick wall running almost parallel with and 
1.45m S of wall 122, 1.1m long to edge of 
excavation, joins/abuts wall 123; 0.32m 
wide, maximum of 12 courses present 
(0.85m) but most of these have been 
robbed out in the area immediately next to 
123 – not clear why this happened, no 
evidence of an inserted service or similar. 

Part of extension off SE 
corner of building 130. 

22 134 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble E of wall 126; largely 
unexcavated, number given to keep finds 
from either side of wall separate.  

Post-demolition rubble. 

22 135 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble W of wall 126; largely 
unexcavated, number given to keep finds 
from either side of wall separate. 

Post-demolition rubble. 

22 136 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with gravel 
and building rubble S of wall 127; at least 
0.2m thick, excavation not continued.  

Post-demolition rubble. 

18 137 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm-
150mm thick. 

Topsoil 

21 138 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm-
150mm thick. 

Topsoil 

22 139 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm-
150mm thick. 

Topsoil 

20 140 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 50mm-
150mm thick. 

Topsoil 
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17 141 Layer Dense dark grey-brown silty clay 100mm 
thick. 

Topsoil 

17 142 Layer Mid brown silty clay with pebbles and 
some rubble present throughout trench, 
generally 100mm thick. 

Subsoil/demolition 
debris. 

17 143 Wall Brick wall running roughly N-S obliquely in 
the central part of the trench, L 1.15m but 
continues in both directions; W c 0.48m, D 
0.4m (five courses). Abutts/added to wall 
144 to the E. 

Part of square building 
shown on Sayer plan of 
Keeper’s Cottage 1840. 
Reinforcement of 144, 
which must have been 
in poor condition. 

17 144 Wall Brick wall running roughly N-S obliquely in 
the central part of the trench, L 1.15m but 
continues in both directions; W c 0.46m, D 
0.25m (three lower courses with a single 
offset above on E side – not clear whether 
this was present on W side as wall 143 
abutts it here). Includes reused Tudor 
bricks. 

Part of square building 
shown on Sayer plan of 
Keeper’s Cottage 1840. 
Original wall, with 143 
added to it. 

17 145 Layer Fairly uniform mid-brown sandy silt and 
gravel with rubble and finds to N of wall 
144, 0.22m thick. 

Demolition rubble. 

17 146 Layer Fairly uniform mid-brown sandy silt and 
gravel with rubble and finds to S of wall 
143, 0.35m thick. 

Demolition rubble. 

17 147 Layer Mixed yellow-brown to orange-brown 
sandy gravelly clay E of and overlying 146 
– 150mm thick.  

Demolition rubble? 

17 148 Layer Gravel under wall 144 (must be under 143 
as well). 

Possibly natural geology 
but not proved. 

17 149 Layer Tile layer over 146 and abutting wall 143, 
40-50mm thick. The tiles all lay flat to the 
ground or very slightly pitched in. 

Possibly a collapsed 
roof. 

20 150 Wall N-S brick wall, basic L 1.9m (but extends 
a further 0.14m N of 151) W 0.34m. Two 
courses present along most of length but 
up to five (0.37m) at S end where it joins 
wall 153. 

W side of building 154. 

20 151 Wall N-S brick wall, L 1.9m W 0.34m. Two 
courses present (0.15m). 

N cross wall in building 
154. 

20 152 Wall N-S brick wall, basic L 1.9m (but extends 
a further 0.23m N of 152) W 0.34m. Two 
courses present along most of length but 
five (0.37m) at S end where it joins wall 
153. 

E side of building 154. 

20 153 Wall N-S brick wall, L 1.9m W approx. 0.34m. 
This wall was very badly disturbed, with 
large semi-articulated lumps of coursed 
masonry rather than a coherent wall like 
150-152. The remaining brickwork was up 
to 0.37m high. 

S side of building 154. 
This wall appeared to 
have been demolished, 
with the remnants left 
roughly in place. 

20 154 Building Brick building range, L at least 4.4m, more 
likely 6m and possibly more; 1.9m wide 
externally (above the offset foundations). 
The S end survived as brick walls 150-
153, but with clear evidence of demolition 
in all of them (especially 153). No clear 
evidence of a door into this chamber – 

Long narrow building 
range in the Keeper’s 
Cottage complex. Brick 
suggests a late addition, 
probably late 18th or 
more likely early 19th 
century. Perhaps a 
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unless it was in the disturbed wall 153. 
Walls 150 and 152 continued for short 
distances N but beyond this the range 
only survived as robber trenches defining 
at least two more rooms. 

service range (toilet 
block?). 

20 155 Feature Linear feature running at least 1.8m N 
from wall 150/173, W probably 0.45m, 
shallow (c 100mm).  

Robber trench marking 
original extent N of wall 
150. 

20 156 Fill Dark grey silty clay with pebbles, fill of 
155. One or two bricks left flat on the base 
at S end indicated former extent of 
masonry. 

Robber trench fill. 

20 157 Feature  Linear feature, L 1.1m W 0.5m D 0.1m, 
between 155 and 159. With 151, these 
define a small rectangular room on N side 
of 151. 

Robber trench marking 
position of wall running 
between 155 and 159. 

20 158 Fill Dark grey silty clay with pebbles. Fill of 
157. 

Robber trench fill. 

20 159 Feature Linear feature running 2.1m N from offset 
foundation 163, then continues beyond 
edge of excavation; W 0.47m, D 0.1m. 

Robber trench marking 
original extent N of wall 
152. 

20 160 Fill Dark grey silty clay with gravel. Fill of 159. Robber trench fill. 

20 161 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with some 
gravel and much brick rubble, up to 0.4m 
thick, W of and abutting wall 150. 

Post-demolition rubble.  

20 162 Layer Mid grey-brown silty clay with some gravel 
in area bounded by 150, 155, 157 and 
159. Only partially excavated, but clearly 
abutted 150 and overlay its offset, so 
belonged to the use of the buildings. 

Gravel floor in former 
room defined by 150, 
155, 157 and 159 (the 
robber trenches cut 162, 
of course). 

20 163 Wall Offset brick footing extending 0.15m N 
from 152; 0.42m W, two bricks (0.15m) 
deep. 

Offset foundation shows 
that the next room to the 
N of wall 151 was brick-
built originally as well. 

20 164 Feature Linear feature running parallel with and 
80mm outside (E of) offset 163, D 0.15m. 

Foundation trench for 
offset 163. 

20 165 Fill Red-brown silty clay and gravel fill of 164. Fill of foundation trench. 

20 166 Layer Mid grey-brown silty clay with some gravel 
within area formed by walls 150-153, and 
abutting them.  

Gravel floor or make-up 
for one in room defined 
by walls 150-153. 

20 167 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with some 
gravel and brick rubble in area E of (and 
abutting) wall 152, 0.25m thick. 

Post-demolition rubble. 

20 168 Layer Mid grey-brown silty clay with some gravel 
and brick rubble (less than in 161 and 
170). Only small area was excavated, but 
would have abutted wall 153 when that 
was intact and properly in situ. 

Possibly remnant of 
surface(s) when building 
154 was in use, but 
could also be demolition 
debris. 

20 169 Layer Mid grey-brown silty clay with some gravel 
in area N of robber trench 157. Not fully 
excavated as it was very close to the 
edge of the trench. 

Possibly remnant of an 
internal surface. 

20 170 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with some 
gravel and much brick rubble, including 
frogged bricks like those from wall 150 
etc. Probably c 150mm thick. 

Post-demolition rubble.  

20 171 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with some 
gravel 

Possibly the fill of robber 
trench parallel with 157. 
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20 172 Layer Mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with some 
gravel and much brick rubble, including 
frogged bricks like those from wall 150 
etc. Probably c 150mm thick. 

Post-demolition rubble.  

20 173 Wall Offset brick footing extending 0.17m N 
from 150; 0.42m W, two bricks (0.15m) 
deep. 

Offset foundation shows 
that the next room to the 
N of wall 151 was brick-
built originally as well. 

20 174 Layer Red-brown sandy gravel seen at bottom 
of trench in some areas, especially N of 
152 and under 166. 

Natural gravel? 

17 175 Layer Thin (50-70mm) lens of rubbly clay over 
145 N of wall 144. 

Post-demolition rubble.  
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Plan and selected wall elevations from Trench 18, with a cross-section through wall 133 (bottom 
drawing). Original drawings: plan at 1:50, elevations and section 1:20. 
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TP CXT material type no wt g description 

3  cu alloy coin 1  1917 George V half penny 

3 27 glass bottle 11 20  

3 27 pottery pear 4 3 pear 2 handles 1 body I dec 

3 27 clay pipe stems 3 5  

3 27 brick frags 7 54  

3 27 flint scraper 1   

3 27 flint flake 1   

5 35 cu alloy object 1  ramrod pipe terminal 

      part of muzzle of musket 

5 35 pottery crea 1 1 crea 1710-1900 

6  iron nail 1  from sieving 

6  pottery crea 13 18 from sieving crea 

6  pottery tpw 3 3 from sieving tpw 

6  pottery tgw h 1 1 from sieving tgw 

6  pottery engs 3 10 from sieving engs 

6  pottery pmr 3 12 from sieving pmr and orange gl 

6  clay pipe stems 4 14 from sieving 

6  tile  5 115 from sieving 

6  glass window 2 2  

       

6  pottery tpw 2 3 tpw 

       

6  pottery crea 3 4 crea 1710-1900 

       

6  pottery pmr 1 2 pmr plain early 

6  pottery swsg 1 4 swsg 1720-1780 

6  pottery bone 1 1 bone ring base 1794-1900 

6  cbm brick 17 39  

6  slate slate 1 2  

6  iron nails 2   

6   knife 1  knife blade 7cm  

6  iron nail 1  rectangular headed nail 

6  iron object 1   

6  glass bottle 2   

6  glass window 2   

6  glass  bottle 2 8  

6  glass window 2   

6  pottery borb 3 1 1600-1700 

6  pottery tgw h 1 2 1680-1800 blue and white  

6  pottery crea 6 16 1740-1830 

6  pottery tpw 5 9 1780-1900 

6  pottery tpw 2 19 blue design 1780-1900 
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6  pottery pear 3 9 1770-1840 

6  pottery swsg 1 2 staffs salt glazed 1720-80 

6  pottery nots 1 1 nottingham stoneware 1700-1800 

6  pottery engs 1 7 english stoneware 1700-1900 

6  pottery pmr 3 3 post med redware 1580-1900 

6  clay pipe stems 1 2  

6  clay pipe stems 4 10 and frag of bowl 

6  

animal 
bone frags 1 2 very small frag 

6  

animal 
bone frags 1 1  

6  cbm brick & tile 19 19  

6  cbm brick 1 358 red brick L9cm W6 D6 

6  cbm brick 1  yellow brick L7cm W6 D4 

6  cbm brick & tile 7 84  

6  stone  8 15.7 range of stone types 

6  iron nail 1  triangular head short nail 

       

6  glass window 1  glass c18-early 19 

6  pottery crea 3 18 crea 1710-1900 

6  pottery tpw 5 11 tpw 

6  pottery pear 2 1 pear 

6  clay pipe pear 1 8 stem 

6  pottery pmr 2 12 pmr 

6  cbm brick&tile 38 520 ceramic building material 

6  pottery post med 6 21 range of pot types 

1 21 iron tacks 2  iron tacks 

1 21 iron nail 2  part of iron nail 

1 21 glass bottle 3  bottle glass 

1 21 glass window 7 12 window glass 

1 21 pottery crea 1 2 crea 1710-1900 

1 21 pottery bone 1 2 bone 1794-1900 

1 21 clay pipe stems 1 1 stem 

1 21 cbm brick 1 1 brick frag 

2 24 iron object 1  iron nail/object 

2 24 cbm post med 6 20 ceramic building material 

2 24 slate roof 3 38 roof slate frags 

2 24 glass bottle 1 1  

4  cu alloy coin 1  1892 penny 

4  cu alloy coin 1  1944 half penny 

4  cu alloy buckle 1  d shaped buckle 

4  cu alloy case 1  cylinder case 

4 32 cu alloy penknife 1 20 copper and iron penknife 

4 32 lead strip 1  curved lead object strip 
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4 32 glass bottle 2 7  

4 32 glass  1 6  

4  glass  1  disc 

4 32 pottery frec 1  frec 1550-1700 

4 32 pottery crea 4 2 crea 1710-1900 

4 32 pottery engs 1 10 engs  1700-1900 

4 32 pottery tpw 1 1 tpw 1780-1900 

4 32 clay pipe bowl 1 1  

4 32 slate roof 1 5  

4  stone  1  ball 

4 33 glass bottle 4  green bottle glass 

4 33 glass bottle 5  blue tinged bottle glass 

4 33 glass bottle 2  brown bottle glass 

4 33 glass window 4  clear window glass 

4 33 glass total  100  

4 33 pottery frec 1 17 frec 1550-1700 

4 33 pottery tpw 1 25 tpw 1780-1900 

4 33 pottery tpw 1 3 green patterned 1825-1840 

4 33 pottery buff 1 6 buff 19th century ware 

4 33 pottery bone 1 23 bone china 1800-1900 

4 33 pottery pear 1 4 mulberry pattern pear 1825-40 

4 33 pottery egs 1 8 engs  1700-1900 

4 33 clay pipe stems 1 18  

4 33 cbm  1 13  

4 33 
animal 
bone  1 5  

4 33 drain pipe  1 10  

4 33 slate roof 1 9  

7  cu alloy coin 1  1926 half penny 

7 39 glass  10 78  

7 39 pottery tgw 1 25 1570-1846 

7 39 tile  6 206 range of tile types 

8 46 iron buckle 1   

8 46 glass bottle 9 30  

8 46 pottery  6 47  

8 46 clay pipe  3 5  

8 46 cbm brick 9 953  

8 46 cbm tile 12 522  

8 46 cbm misc 37 336  

8 46 slate roof 8 226  

       

    411 4270.7  
Table A2.1: Finds from 2014 
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10 
 

cu alloy button 1 
  

silver coated  

10 
 

cu alloy eyelet 1 
  

semi circular eyelet for 
lacing garment? 

10 
 

cu alloy spacer 1 
  

buckle or spacer on belt 
rectangular 

10 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
  

very worn coin  

10 50 cu alloy button 1 
   

10 
 

cu alloy nails 1 
  

metal detecting find 

10 50 iron nails 1 
  

round head nail 

10 50 iron nails 1 
  

rectangular head nail 

10 50 iron  peg 1 
  

peg/large nail 

10 50 iron nails 7 
  

complete nails 

10 50 iron nails 15 
  

nail frags 

10 50 iron bar 1 
   

10 
 

iron nails 1 
  

metal detecting find 

10 50 lead weight 1 
   

10 50 glass bottle 1 
   

10 50 pottery crea 5 
 

1740-1830 small frags creamware  

10 50 pottery bone 1 
 

1825-1900 red pattern 

10 50 pottery pmr 1 
 

1580-1900 post med red earthenware 

10 50 pottery pmr 1 
 

1580-1900 brown glaze ext orange int 

10 50 pottery tpw 1 
 

1780-1900 
 

10 50 clay pipe stems 2 
   

10 50 cbm tile 6 
  

fragments 

10 50 cbm brick 4 
  

brick frags 

11 51 cu alloy brooch 1 
 

roman Roman brooch 

11 51 cu alloy button 1 
  

domed head button looped 
fastening  

11 51 cu alloy coin 1 
  

1872 coin 

11 51 iron nails 2 
   

11 51 iron nails 8 
  

small nails 

11 51 iron object 1 
  

iron covered in plastic 

11 51 glass bottle 7 
   

11 51 glass window 22 
   

11 51 glass bottle 18 24 
 

17 white glass 1 green 

11 51 glass bottle 2 2 
 

green glass 

11 51 pottery mixed 15 
   

11 51 pottery pear 1 27 1770-1840 white glaze 

11 51 pottery pear 19 17 1770-1840 white glaze 

11 51 pottery tpw 3 13 1780-1900 
 

11 51 pottery crea 3 9 1740-1830 
 

11 51 pottery pmr 5 58 1580-1900 
 

11 51 clay pipe 
 

12 
  

small clay pipe 

11 51 clay pipe 
 

11 22 
  

11 51 clay pipe bowl 1 
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11 51 clay pipe stems 7 11 
  

11 51 animal bone 3 
   

11 51 charcoal 
 

11 
   

11 51 cbm tile 2 
  

peg tiles 

11 51 cbm tile 36 
   

11 51 cbm brick 1 8 
 

yellow brick 

11 51 stone sphere 1 3 
 

marble? 

11 51 glass vessel 11 7 
 

10 white glass frags 1 green 
glass frag 

11 51 pottery tgw 2 18 
 

total 18g weight for all pot 

11 51 pottery crea 4 
   

11 51 pottery pear 1 
   

11 51 pottery bone 1 
   

11 51 clay pipe stems 3 10 
  

11 51 animal 
bone 

1 9 
   

11 51 charcoal 4 9 
   

11 51 cbm tile 5 288 
 

1 flemish tile 

11 51 cbm brick 17 434 
 

1 yellow brick 

11 51 mortar 
 

2 24 
  

11 51 flint 2 2 
  

small pieces of flint 

11 51 flint tool 1 
  

scraper worked flint 

11 51 flint tool 1 
 

mesolithic microlith worked flint 

11 51 flint tool 1 
  

arrowhead worked flint 

11 56 iron buckle 1 
  

shoe buckle 

11 56 iron buckle 1 
  

belt buckle 

11 56 iron nails 1 
  

large nail 6.5cm 

11 56 iron nails 8 
  

2 nail heads 6 nail shanks 

11 56 glass window 26 
 

37 white glass 

11 56 glass vessel 1 1 
 

wine glass stand 

11 56 glass bottle 7 11 
 

green glass 

11 56 glass vessel 1 
  

blue corner glass phial 
frag? 

11 56 pottery Bone 
china 

6 11 
  

11 56 pottery bone 
pntd 

10 10 
  

11 56 pottery crea 24 59 
  

11 56 pottery omr 7 39 
  

11 56 pottery pear 1 
  

handle 

11 56 clay pipe stems 9 14 
  

11 56 cbm brick 19 120 
 

red brick 

11 56 flint 
 

5 12 
 

flint pieces 

11 56 slate roof 10 61 
  

12 52 iron nails 6 
  

2 nail shanks 4 nail heads 

12 52 glass window 2 2 
 

white glass 
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12 52 glass bottle 2 25 
 

green glass 

12 52 pottery tpw 4 21 
  

12 52 pottery crea 1 1 1740-1830 
 

12 52 clay pipe stems 3 
  

4.5. 3.5 2.3 

12 52 cbm tile 8 36 
  

12 52 cbm brick 3 58 
 

red brick 

12 52 cbm brick 1 206 
 

yelow brick l8 w6.5 d3.2 

12 52 slate roof 3 40 
  

12 76 pottery pmr 4 90 
 

3 glazed 

12 76 pottery crea 2 3 1740-1830 
 

12 76 stone tile 3 287 
 

2 white 1 red 

12 77 pottery pmr 3 35 
  

12 77 pottery tpw 1 6 
  

12 77 clay pipe stems 1 5 
  

12 77 clay pipe bowl 1 4 
 

part bowl 

12 77 animal bone 1 53 
  

12 77 cbm brick/tile 7 921 
  

12 77 cbm brick 1 452 
 

yellow brick l12 w6 d4 
sample 

12 77 cbm tile 1 410 
 

l20 w10.5 d4cms sample 

12 78A cbm tile 1 8 roman sample 

12 78A cbm brick 1 653 
 

 

12 78A cbm brick 1 451 
 

l5 w10 d6.5 sample 

12 78B iron  nails 1 24 
 

l6.5cms 

12 78B iron 
 

1 32 
 

partial horseshoe 

12 78B glass bottle 1 9 
 

green glass 

12 78B cbm tile 1 5 
  

12 78B cbm tile 1 713 
 

l6.5 w12 d1.8 sample tile 

13 53 cu alloy coin 1 
  

Edward VI 1903 coin 

13 53 iron handle 1 
  

knife? Handle poss copper 
coat riveted 

13 53 pottery tpw 8 8 1780-1900 blue pattern 

13 53 pottery tpw 7 37 1780-1900 
 

13 53 pottery crea 24 92 1740-1830 
 

13 53 pottery pmr 3 31 1580-1900 
 

13 53 glass 
 

3 6 
 

white glass 

13 53 glass bottle 1 3 
 

dark green glass 

13 53 clay pipe 
 

1 2 
  

13 53 pottery bordg 4 12 
 

bright green glaze 

13 53 pottery tpw 1 1 
  

13 53 cbm tile 1 63 
 

l5.8 w5 d1.2 

13 58 pottery tgw 1 4 
 

pale blue glaze 

13 58 cbm tile 1 2 
  

13 60 glass 
 

1 2 
 

white glass 
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TP CXT material  type no wt g date description 

13 60 pottery pmr 3 32 
  

13 60 pottery tpw 2 3 
  

13 60 cbm brick 1 31 
 

yellow brick 

13 60 clay pipe stems 1 3 
  

14 54 glass vessel 6 6 
 

green and white glass 

14 54 pottery pmr 7 19 1580-1900 
 

14 54 pottery pear 18 22 1770-1840 
 

14 54 pottery buff 4 6 C19 
 

14 54 pottery tpw 6 21 1780-1900 
 

14 54 clay pipe stems 14 20 
  

14 54 animal bone 3 6 
  

14 54 cbm brick 14 400 
 

including 4 slate 

14 63 iron nails 11 
  

10 small 1 large mail 

14 63 iron sheet 4 
  

sheet fragments 

14 63 glass marble 1 
   

14 63 glass window 27 52 
 

white glass 

14 63 pottery crea 8 47 1740-1830 
 

14 63 pottery tpw 16 41 1740-1900 
 

14 63 pottery buff 1 28 C18-C19 
 

14 63 pottery frec 1 2 1550-1700 
 

14 63 pottery engs 12 38 1700-1900 english stone ware 

14 63 clay pipe 
 

16 24 
 

23 stems 1 part bowl 

14 63 animal bone 13 54 
  

14 63 cbm brick 16 39 
 

red brick 

14 63 mortar 
 

9 164 
  

14 63 slate roof 10 50 
  

14 83 iron nails 2 
  

large nails 1 complete 

14 83 iron object 6 
  

lock plate fragments 

14 83 glass 
 

1 
  

painted glass 

14 83 glass bottle 7 57 
 

white glass 

14 83 glass window 24 
  

white flat glass 

14 83 glass bottle 4 14 
 

green glass 

14 83 pottery pmr 10 190 1580-1900 
 

14 83 pottery tpw 9 23 1780-1900 
 

14 83 pottery bordy 1 38 1550-1700 described as yellow pmr 
C17?? 

14 83 pottery 
 

14 27 C18 1 crea 1 tpw 1 swsg 5 pear 
1engpo 

14 83 clay pipe 
 

8 
  

6 stems 2 bowl frag 

14 83 animal bone 15 54 
 

1 vertebra 

14 83 charcoal 
 

6 12 
  

14 83 cbm brick 1 
  

yellow brick l5.5 w6.5 d2cm 

14 83 cbm brick 14 290 
  

14 83 cbm tile 4 240 
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TP CXT material  type no wt g date description 

14 83 cbm brick 15 390 
 

red brick 

14 83 mortar 
 

6 
   

14 83 slate roof 5 49 
  

15 55 lead object 1 63 
 

lead cloth seal 

15 55 cu alloy coin 1 
  

1897 penny 

15 55 iron nails 3 
   

15 55 iron nails 7 
  

nail shanks 

15 55 glass bottle 9 
  

8 green glass 1 brown 

15 55 pottery crea 9 37 
  

15 55 pottery tpw3 10 92 1810-1900 brown 

15 55 pottery tpw 8 15 1780-1900 blue 

15 55 pottery pmr 12 218 1580-1900 7 glazed 7 plain 

15 55 clay pipe stems 2 
  

both 4 cm long 

15 55 charcoal 
 

2 15 
  

15 55 cbm tile 14 139 
 

13 discarded 

15 55 cbm brick 9 93 
 

small brick 

15 65 cu alloy coin 1 
  

1903 Edward VI penny 

15 65 iron nails 4 
  

 1 large 10cm 1 medium 2 
shanks 

15 65 pottery 
 

4 50 1740-1830 1 tgw biscuit ware 3 crea 

15 65 animal bone 1 
  

thigh bone? 

15 65 clay pipe 
 

1 
  

5 cms 

15 65 cbm tile 7 367 
 

discarded 4 

15 65 cbm brick 1 520 
 

red l10 w7.5 d6 

15 65 cbm brick 1 797 
 

red l15 w10 d4cms 

15 65 cbm brick 1 324 
 

yellow l9 w7.5 d3 

16 
 

cu alloy coins 3 
  

1 half penny 2 pennies 

16 
 

glass bead 4 
 

1850-1900 3 green 1 blue 

16 
 

glass vessel 1 
  

drinking glass 

16 
 

glass bead 1 
 

1850-1900 circular clear glass bead 
7mm diameter 

16 
 

glass bead 1 
 

1850 1900 yellow pear shaped glass 
bead  

16 
 

glass bead 1 
 

1860-1900 black multi facetted bead 

16 
 

pottery mdbl 3 35 1400-1750 midlands purple/blackware 

16 
 

pottery pmfr 2 4 1580-1700 post medieval fine red 
earthenware 

16 
 

flint 
 

1 
 

mesolithic microlith 
        

    1081 11387   
 
Table A2.2: Finds from 2015 
 

Tr CXT material type no  Wt g date range description 

17 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
 

C19 Victorian penny metal  

17 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
 

C20 George VI half penny  
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Tr CXT material type no  Wt g date range description 

17 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
 

C20 Elizabeth II 6 pence  

17 
 

cu alloy  coin 1 
 

C19-C20 3 penny bit  

17 
 

iron  nails 4 
   

17 145 glass bottle 2 22 C18 bottle glass thick rounded bodies 

17 145 pottery tgw 1 9 
 

blue and white stripes collared rim 
      

1512-1800 albarello? 

17 145 pottery tgw 1 17 
 

blue design leaf poss DTGW 

17 145 pottery bordy 2 14 1550-1700 surrey yellow ware jug rim  
       

int yellow glaze and lip and b/s 

17 145 pottery pmfr 1 7 1580-1700 dark orange glaze  

17 145 pottery pmfr 1 5 1580-1700 dark orange glaze  

17 145 pottery sieg/kol 1 36 1300-1630 grey salt glaze int and ext 

17 145 pottery engs 1 6 1700-1900 
 

17 145 pottery pear 2 4 1770-1840 white ware 

17 145 claypipe stems 3 
   

17 145 claypipe bowls 2 
 

C17-C18 small bowls 

17 145 claypipe total 5 49 
  

17 145 animal bone 4 58 chopped and cut bones 

17 145 cbm tile 1 18 
 

frag 

17 145 flint flake 1 38 
  

18 
 

cu alloy button 1 
  

feather design  

18 
 

cu alloy button 1 
  

four hole button  

18 
 

cu alloy button 1 
  

brass  metal detect find 

18 
 

iron  key 1 
  

metal detect find 

18 
 

lead  object 1 
  

musket ball metal detect find 

18 101 glass bottle 30 249 
 

dark green and brown bottle glass 

18 101 glass bottle 1 
 

C18-C19 bottle top and neck double collar 
rim 

18 101 cbm brick  1 
  

white L15 w15 d 6.5cm 

18 101 cbm brick  1 
  

white L6.5.w 5 d 3.5cm 

18 101 cbm ridge 
tile 

1 
  

l9.5.w9 d1.5 

18 101 cbm tile 1 
  

l17 w12.5 d1.2cm 

18 101 cbm tile 1 
  

l20.5 w12.5 d1.2 

18 112 cbm brick  1 
  

red l18 w10.5 d6cm 

18 112 cbm brick  1 
  

red l9.5 w9.2 d5.5cm 

18 112 cbm brick  1 
  

yellow l14 w10.5 d6 

18 112 cbm brick  1 
  

yellow l9 w10.5 d6.5 

18 112 cbm brick  1 
  

burnt l10.5 w7.5 d6.5cm 

18 116 cbm brick  1 
  

red l17 w8 d6cm 

18 116 cbm brick  1 
  

red l12 w9 d6.5cm 

18 116 cbm tile 1 
  

l2 w2 d0.5 

18 116 cbm tile 1 
  

l7.5 w5.5 d0.5cm 

18 119 pottery tpw 17 249 1830-1900 semi complete willow pattern plate  
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Tr CXT material type no  Wt g date range description 
       

found in situ near wall 

18 119 cbm tile 1 
  

l13.5 w11 d1cm 

18 119 cbm tile 1 
  

l14 w12 d1cm 

18 119 cbm tile 1 
  

peg tile l7 w7.5 d1cm 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

yellow l8.5 w10 d6 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

red l10 w8.5 d6 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

l11 w10.5 d6.5 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

l11 w9 d6.5cm 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

white l10.5 w10 d6cm 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

l12.5 w8 d6.5 

18 119 cbm brick 1 
  

red l13 w10 d6.5cm 

18 129 cu alloy object 1 
  

comb/ dec item metal detect find 

18 129 cu alloy object 1 
  

very thin poss jetton metal detect 
find 

18 129 cu alloy coin 1 
  

poss Tudor coin metal detect find 

18 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
  

half penny metal detect find 

18 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
  

coin Edward VII 1903 metal detect 
find 

18 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
  

half penny George V metal detect 
find 

18 129 glass bottle 1 16 
 

motif SEATON CRICKETERS 
KING ST GREENWICH from 
glass bottle 

18 129 pottery crea 1 2 1740-1830 small part of rim sherd 

18 129 pottery tpw 1 3 1830-1900 
 

18 129 pottery engs 1 41 C19 blacking bottle/storage bottle 

20 
 

cu allloy coin 1 
  

cut penny  

20 
 

cu alloy coins 3 
  

Elizabeth II coins  

20 
 

cu alloy coins 2 
  

Elizabeth II coins  

20 
 

cu alloy coin 1 
  

Edward VII penny 190?  

20 
 

cu alloy button 1 
  

military button  

20 
 

cu alloy button 1 
  

single shank button  

20 
 

iron  handle 1 
  

top trefoil to handle  

20 
 

iron  object 1 
  

strip/object  

20 
 

lead  object 1 
  

lead strip  

20 
 

lead  object 1 
  

 

20 
 

lead  object 1 
  

 

20 
 

lead  object 1 
  

mould?  

20 
 

lead  object 1 
  

shaped object 

20 
 

lead  object 2 
  

musket ball  

20 103 cbm tile 1 
  

pan tile l16 w15.5 d1.3cm 

20 103 cbm tile 1 
  

l12 w 8.4 d1.3cm 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

l13 w9 d6.5cm 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

l12.5 w7.5 d6.5cm 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

l12.5 w10.5 d6.5 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

l12.5 w 10 d6.5 
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20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

l10 w10.5 d6.5 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

red l10 w8.5 d6.5 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

red l10 w10.5 d6.5 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

red l10.5 w7 d6.5 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

red l8w10.5 d5.5 

20 103 cbm brick  1 
  

red l10.5 w9 d4 

20 103 mortar 
 

1 
  

l3 w11 d2 cement mortar 

20 156 claypipe bowl 1 14 
 

flat spur rouletting top bowl TE on 
spur 

20 165 pottery crea 4 44 1740-1830 base slight footring 

20 166 pottery crea 1 1 1740-1830 
 

20 166 pottery buff 1 6 
 

tankard buff line on top 

20 168 glass bottle 2 15 
 

green bottle glass  

20 166 pottery pear 1 6 1770-1840 
 

20 168 pottery crea 8 82 1740-1830 1 flat base large bowl 1 slight 
footring        
base slight footring 

20 170 pottery crea 5 42 1740-1830 rim flat base 3 bodysherds 

20 170 pottery pmr 2 29 150-1900 plain bodysherds 

20 170 pottery pmr 1 108 C18 glazed int part gl ext hooked rim  
       

pancheon/butterpot 

20 170 pottery tpw 3 50 1780-1810 blue tinged floral design and 
chinese        
style  

21 124 pottery pmr 7 378 
 

flower pot? 

21 124 pottery pmr 1 21 1580-1900 rolled rim glazed orange int 

21 124 pottery bone 1 32 C18  ring base crazed glaze 

21 124 pottery crea 1 2 1740-1800 rim cup 

21 124 pottery tpw 4 17 C18 light blue pattern landscape 
design 

21 124 claypipe stems 1 5 
  

21 125 pottery tpw6 1 6 1810-1900 green leaves and blue and white 
floral        
design 

21 125 stone  pen 1 2 
 

point of graphite pen 

21 129 glass bottle 1 25 C18 moulded bottle bright green 

21 129 pottery bone 6 31 1794-1900 ring base 

21 129 pottery tpw 3 11 1780-1900 willow pattern and spone dec 

21 129 pottery engs 1 15 1700-1900 half brown and cream dec 
stoneware 

21 129 claypipe stems 3 
  

2 stems 1 stem plus flat spur P on 
side and I on other 

21 131 pottery crea 2 15 1740-1830 
 

21 131 pottery bone 1 1 C18 crazed glaze 

21 131 pottery pmr 6 80 1580-1900 rolled rim undercut rim 
bodysherds 

21 131 pottery engs 1 22 1700-1900 partial light brown metallic glaze 
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21 131 claypipe stems 2 5 
  

21 131 stone  pen 1 1 
 

point of graphite pen stylus used 
on slates 

22 134 cu alloy coin 1 
  

early Elizabeth II penny  
        

    
228 1909 

  

 
 
Table A2.3: Finds from 2016 

 

Appendix 3: Selected historic maps of the site 
 
 

 
The Keeper’s Lodge as shown on a plan of the Park drawn up in c 1675-80 (the ‘Pepys’ map). The 
tree-lined avenue between the Cross and Lovers’ Walks has been highlighted. Note that south is to 
the top and north to the bottom of the map. 



Keevill Heritage Ltd  Project report 
Site/project: The Old Keeper’s Cottage, Greenwich Park, London Site code: OKC 14/15/16 
 

46 
 

 
Figure A3.1: The 1693 ‘Actual Survey of the Ground Whereon their Majesties Antient Palace of 
Greenwich Formerly Stood’. PRO CL MR 329. North is to the bottom, with the avenue and Keeper’s 
Lodge highlighted.  
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Figure A3.2: Another survey, perhaps carried out c 1695 (Webster’s date) but published in the London 
Magazine of 1749. The Lodge site and the tree-lined avenue between the Cross and Lovers’ Walks 
have been highlighted. Again, south is to the top and north to the bottom of the map. 
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Figure A3.3: W R Morris’s survey of 1834 still shows the location of the Lodge. The line of the avenue 
shown on the 17th/18th-century surveys has again been highlighted. This time north is towards the top 
of the map. 
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Figure A3.4: Henry Sayer’s plan of 1840 is the most detailed survey of the Lodge site. Note the avenue 
running past the left (north-west) side of the Lodge to Lovers’ Walk, and the location of the ‘Ancient 
Oak’.  
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Figure A3.5: The 3rd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1916, showing Queen Elizabeth’s Oak. The line 
of the avenue between the Cross and Lovers’ Walks has been highlighted for comparison of the 
location with the earlier plans. North is toward the top of the map.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


