
You can provide your feedback and comments in a number of ways:

www.royalparks.org.uk/gpr-community

greenwichparkrevealed@royalparks.org.uk

facebook.com/thepark

@theroyalparks #GreenwichParkRevealed

OR you can write to us at: 
GPR Consultation, Greenwich Park Office, 
Blackheath Gate, Charlton Way, Greenwich, SE10 8QY

Consultation

web

Feedback and Comments

Due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, The Royal Parks 
charity has unveiled revised plans for ‘The Wilderness’ and 
‘Vanbrugh Yard’, opening up new areas of the park to the public. 

The Royal Parks have faced unprecedented challenges during the pandemic, visitor numbers 
have increased whilst the parks have seen falling income and increased costs.

As such, the Greenwich Park Revealed project budget has decreased from £10.5 to £8 million. 
Our ambitious plans to restore the landscape heritage, biodiversity and community engagement 
programme have not been affected. However, we have redesigned facilities for learning and 
volunteering to be more cost-effective by making use of existing buildings and by responding to 
new opportunities, with a renewed focus on community, outdoor learning and biodiversity.

A community hub “Vanbrugh Yard” will be created featuring new public open space, a community 
garden and greenhouse, wildlife orchard, volunteer mess room and public toilets, with a Changing 
Places facility for disabled visitors, alongside the new café at Vanbrugh Lodge.

Across the deer park the old Wildlife Centre will be renovated to provide a welcoming gateway to 
“The Wilderness” - a natural discovery area for schools and community groups including a new 
Learning Centre linked by trails through meadows and woodland to outdoor places for discovery 
and play. 
 
The plans are part of Greenwich Park Revealed – an exciting 4-year project.  Led by The Royal 
Parks, and thanks to a transformational grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund and The 
National Lottery Community Fund, the project will reveal, restore, protect and share the park’s 
natural and built heritage, enhance facilities and provide learning, training and volunteering 
opportunities. 
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The Wilderness 
and Vanbrugh Yard

Key buildings and spaces

1 Royal Observatory

2 Planetarium

3 St Mary’s Lodge

4 Park Offi ce

5 Blackheath Lodge

6 Pavilion Cafe

7 Nursery Yard

8 Cricket Pavilion

9 Vanbrugh Lodge

10 Wolfe Statue

11 Bandstand

12 Conduit House

13 Boundary Wall

14 Wildlife Centre

15 Playground Kiosk

16 Boating Lake

17 Wolfe Kiosk

18 Avenue Toilets

19 Tennis Courts

20 Rockery Toilets

21 Conduit Head

22 Location of new Learning Centre 

23  Location of volunteer hub in Vanbrugh Yard
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Vanbrugh Yard

The Wilderness

The Wilderness

New public 
space and 
Learning 
Centre
We are proposing a new Learning 
Centre in ‘The Wilderness’, behind the 
old Wildlife Centre, and a volunteer 
hub with new public open space in 
‘Vanbrugh Yard’, alongside the new cafe 
at Vanbrugh Lodge. 

These will create new facilities for 
visitors and volunteers, and access for 
learning and organised activities in areas 
of the park that are currently closed to 
visitors.

Vanbrugh Yard

Trail through The Wilderness The Wilderness 

View to existing Wildlife Centre from the Flower Garden The Wilderness

View into Greenwich Park from Vanbrugh Gate The Tool Shed in Vanbrugh Yard

Vanbrugh Yard showing the Tool Shed and site of the cafe The current entrance to Vanbrugh Yard
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The Wilderness
New Learning 
Centre
The Learning Centre will be a fantastic 
new venue for community and informal 
and formal learning and wellbeing 
activities.  

The sustainable new building will 
form part of a new trail through The 
Wilderness, with arrival in the existing 
Wildlife Centre, leading through to the 
new Learning Centre on the edge of the 
woods. 

The building will frame beautiful views 
across restored meadows, with trails 
through a range of habitats creating a 
variety of outdoor learning experiences.

Activities will include:

• Learning about nature and the 
environment

• Yoga, dance and meditation
• Arts and crafts
• Woodcraft activities
• Stay and Play sessions for pre-school 

children
• Lectures, talks and debates

It is important that the Learning Centre is 
financially sustainable beyond the life of 
the Greenwich Park Revealed project, so 
it will also be a space that can be hired 
for meetings and private events and 
activities. 

I

Section through new Learning Centre in The Wilderness, alongside the existing Wildlife CentreThe approach to the new Learning Centre through The Wilderness

Site plan for the new Learning Centre

Wilderness + New Learning Centre

1 New Learning Centre

2 Welcome space

3 Refurbished toilets

4 Flexible activity storage A

5 Flexible activity storage B

6 Hand washing station

7 Outdoor covered learning space

8 Woodland trail

9 Ladybirds

10 Bats

11 Mini-beasts

12 Sculpture

13 Deer

14 Butterfl ies

15 Moths

16 Birds

17 Habitat piles

18 Bees

19 Flower Garden
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New public 
space and 
volunteer hub
Part of the contractors yard will be 
opened up to create a new ‘Vanbrugh 
Yard’, a new setting to the Vanbrugh 
Gate entrance and a community meeting 
place. 

The paved yard, with mature trees, 
planting and seating will create generous 
space around the new cafe in Vanbrugh 
Lodge, and provide a hub for volunteers 
and local visitors. The Yard will be used 
for small events, a community notice 
board, exhibits and displays.

Vanbrugh Yard will provide community 
facilities including: 

• A re-purposed Tool Shed that will 
provide new public toilets, and a mess 
room and storage area for volunteers

• Vanbrugh Café – conversion of the 
lodge currently a residential let into a 
café with generous outdoor seating

• Community garden for food growing 
with a learning and training programme  

• Community wildlife orchard with 
traditional and local variaties

• Greenhouse for horticultural learning
• Electric buggy parking for the mobility 

scheme to improve access around the 
park

• An outdoor community space for 
meeting with friends, information, 
small events and activities

• A drinking fountain

The re-purposed Tool Shed in Vanbrugh Yard, alongside the new cafeView of Vanburgh Yard from Vanbrugh Gate

Site plan for the reconfi gured Vanbrugh Yard

Vanbrugh Yard

Vanbrugh Yard
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1 Vanbrugh Gate

2 Entrance to Flower Garden

3     Community Garden

4 Vanbrugh Cafe

5 Vanbrugh Yard

6  Cafe terrace

7  Community Orchard

8 Volunteers’ mess room

9 Volunteer facilities

10 Public toilets

11 Changing place 

12 Drinking fountain

13 Existing contractor welfare facilities

14 Nursery yard

15 Relocated vehicle gate

16 Minibus parking

17 Deer Park

18 Greenhouse
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Future Activities

1. OUTDOOR TREE SHELTER
2. DEN BUILDING
3. WOODLAND CRAFTS
4. STORYTELLING
5. OUTDOOR SKILLS
6. COMMUNITY ART

KEY

1. COMMUNITY GARDENING
2. GLASSHOUSE & HORTICULTURAL SKILLS
3. COMMUNITY MEETING POINT
4. OUTDOOR EXHIBITS
5. OUTDOOR EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
6. INTERPRETATION
7. MINIBUS PARKING
8. MOBILITY BUGGY CHARGING

KEY

Vanbrugh Yard

Learning
• Inclusive and for all ages: 

early years, schools and 
adults

• Young people
• Families
• Community and youth 

groups
• Special interest groups
• Teacher training
• Apprenticeships/ pre-

apprentice training 

WOODLAND TRAIL

LEARNING TRAIL

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE

GUIDED DEER WALK 

KEY ARRIVAL POINTS

NOTIONAL CIRCULATION ROUTES

Community events 
• Community hall
• Training
• Wellbeing
• Creative workshops
• Performance dance
• Lectures 
• Parties 
• Temporary Exhibitions
• Friends of Greenwich Park 

meetings
• Educational events
• Consultation events

Public access
• Vanbrugh Yard
• Vanbrugh Café and garden
• Toilets
• Meeting point for guided walks
• Plant sales, small events
• Displays of park artefects and 

outdoor exhibitions
• Information and orientation 

point
• Community Gardens
• Horticulture Food growing

Volunteer access
• History Group
• Wildlife Group
• Community Volunteer 

Rangers
• Gardening & Orchard 

Volunteers
• Mobility Driver Volunteers
• Wildlife Surveyors
• Community Archaeology 

Volunteers 
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The Wilderness

1. MINI-BEASTS
2. SCULPTURE
3. MOTHS
4. BUTTERFLIES
5. SPIDERS
6. HABITAT PILES
7. LADYBIRDS
8. DEER
9. BEES

KEY

INDICATIVE POSITIONS ONLY

10. BIRDS
11. WOODMICE
12. STAG BEETLES
13. PONDLIFE
14. BATS
15. TREES
16. WOODLAND EDGE
17 MEADOW TRANSECTS

MEADOW TRAIL

DEER WALK

ACCESS TO MINIBUS PARKING



Sustainable urban drainage strategiesOn-site energy generation

Sustainability 
strategies

Natural, healthy, bio-based materials Biodiversity - planting for wildlife

Selection of natural materials used at the 
Enterprise Centre at the University of East 
Anglia by Architype

Sustainability 
is integral to 
the project
The designs will ensure reduced carbon 
emissions and environmental impact 
both in the construction and in the day-
to-day running of the centre:

• The building will be energy efficient, 
well-insulated and ‘airtight’ - 
preventing heat loss from draughts. 
Solar panels will generate energy 
on-site.

• Careful window design will maximise 
natural daylight and avoid overheating 
in summer.

• The design will incorporate rainwater 
collection and water-efficient fittings.

• Environmentally-friendly natural 
materials will be used and sourced 
locally where possible, such as 
insulation potentially made of recycled 
newspaper, strawbale, hemp and 
sheep’s wool.

• There is an aspiration to use 
reclaimed timber from The Royal 
Parks in the construction.

• The designs will incorporate garden 
areas for growing and learning, a 
living roof and bird and bat boxes to 
support biodiversity.

• York stone paving, setts, park benches 
and other materials will be reused from 
other areas of the park.

• New habitat will be created.

• Drinking water fountain.

  

View of the Community Garden & Greehouse to the rear of Vanbrugh Cafe



Sustainability 
strategies and 
materialsLiving roofs 

and reducing 
carbon impact 
through re-use
These images show the new Learning 
Centre in the ‘Wilderness’ and the re-
purposed Tool Shed in ‘Vanbrugh Yard’.

The new Learning Centre uses timber 
and eco construction, with a re-
characterisation of the old Wildlife 
Centre as a gateway, bringing new life to 
an existing building. The Learning Centre 
will be run entirely on electricity, with a 
living roof to support biodiversity.

In Vanbrugh Yard the retrofitted Tool 
Shed includes a new solar panel canopy 
to help power the building. 
The reconfiguration of the yard also 
includes recharging points for electric 
vehicles for use in the Park.

The new public space will be planted 
with native trees, shrubs and plants for 
pollinators to enhance biodiversity. 

The Community Garden and Orchard will 
be organic and heritage varieties of fruit, 
vegetables, herbs and flowers will be 
grown.

Natural materials will be a focus of the 
new space, with extensive use of timber, 
recyled paving materials and refurbished 
benches locally sourced from The Royal 
Parks.

Aerial views of Vanbrugh Yard (top) and the new Learning Centre in the Wilderness (below)
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Sustainability features

1 Electric buggy charging points

2 Reclaimed seating

3 Community Garden

4 Roof-mounted photovoltaic array

5 Reclaimed paving

6 New public park reclaimed             

 from contractors yard

7 Re-purposed existing Tool Shed   

 to provide volunteer facilities and  

 public toilets 

8 Living roof

9 Integrated rainwater harvesting

10 Low impact, natural materials

11 Heating with low carbon air source  

 pump

12 Re-purposing of existing building 

       to provide toilets and storage

13  Discovery trails 

14 Enhanced wildfl ower meadow 
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