
Water 

Wildlife Pond

A new wildlife pond will be created near 
the Learning Centre.  The edges will 
have an accessible deck for pond 
dipping and with native marginal 
planting to maximise biodiversity and 
retain water quality.

Drinking Fountains

The supply of clean public drinking water 
is one of the success stories of Victorian 
London.  The London fountain 
movement was launched in 1859 and 
was supported by the Temperance 
Movement whose objective was to 
provide an easily free alternative to 
alcoholic drink for the poor.   

• Restore drinking water fountains
• Improve the quality of water for wildlife
• Provide a sustainable supply of water across the 

park
• Provide irrigation for newly planted trees

Tree Irrigation

High quality tree pits will be designed 
with an irrigation system for new and 
replanted avenue trees, using water 
from the existing borehole. 

Boating Lake

In parallel to the Greenwich Park 
Revealed project, The Royal Parks 
are seeking funding to improve the 
setting, condition and water quality of 
the boating lake using water from the 
existing borehole.

Water

The project will provide access to 
clear, free drinking water by restoring 
the Victorian fountains.

Flower Garden Lake

The water quality of the Flower Garden 
Lake will be improved by raising the 
water level, deepening the lake, using 
fresh water from the borehole. Marginal 
planting and oxygenating plants within 
the lake and a new jet fountain will 
further improve water quality and 
provide an attractive feature.

The Greenwick Park Revealed project provides the following opportunities:
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Rustic Fountain
First reference to a fountain on 
this site occurs in 1863. It is an 
ornamental, grotto-like fountain 
of rough stone, set into the bank 
adjacent to a small side path 
running west of Lovers’ Walk.

Proposals include:
• installing a water connection 

and control mechanism for 
drinking water

• replacing the more recent stone 
side walls

• cleaning the fountain
• planting the eroded areas 

behind the fountain

Drinking water  
We are proposing to restore 
two historic features as working 
drinking fountains and improve 
their setting.

Pink Granite Fountain 
Erected in 1891 at the junction 
of Cross Avenue and Blackheath 
Avenue, it was supplied by 
Alex McDonald and Co. Ltd. of 
Aberdeen. Access to the fountain 
is currently poor as it is located in 
the road. 

Proposals include: 
• installing a water connection 

and control mechanism for 
drinking water

• relocating  the granite fountain 
to form a focal feature of the 
enhanced Blackheath Gate 
entrance

• cleaning the fountain

A borehole was drilled into the 
chalk aquifer beneath Greenwich 
Park Nursery in 2015. It supplies 
irrigation water for the Flower 
Garden as well as providing 
efficient, locally derived water for 
toilet flushing in the park. 

The borehole in Greenwich Park 
saves The Royal Parks up to 
29,000 cubic metres per year in 
normal water costs.

We plan to use the borehole to 
supply the irrigation system for 
high quality tree pits for new and 
replanted avenue trees.
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A new wildlife pond will be 
created near the Learning 
Centre. The edges will have an 
accessible deck for pond dipping 
and native marginal planting to 
maximise biodiversity and retain 
water quality.

The water quality of the 
Flower Garden Lake will be 
improved by raising the water 
level, deepening the lake, and 
using fresh water from the 
borehole. Marginal planting and 
oxygenating plants within the 
lake and a new jet fountain will 
further improve water quality and 
provide an attractive feature.

Wildlife 
ponds

You have asked us to provide more drinking water in the park. 

1. Is it a good idea to move the Fountain to near Blackheath Gate?

See the ‘Feedback & Comments’ board on how you can share your views with us.


