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Tom Davis oversees care of the animals 
and the park and open spaces at Mudchute 
Park and Farm in Tower Hamlets - one of 
the largest inner city farms in Europe.  The 
farm, which operates as a charity, receives 
over 80,000 visitors per year, of which 15-
20,000 are school children from schools 
across London. Mudchute is London’s 
only Rare Breed Survival Trust approved 
conservation centre.

Tom grew up in South London, and despite 
his city upbringing had a passion for 
animals and farming from a young age.  He 
now specialises in rare and native breeds 
of farm livestock, travelling the country as a 
judge at agricultural shows.  

For the last three years Tom has been 
bringing his livestock to The Green Park 
annually as part of Mission: Invertebrate’s 
Grazing Trial, which aims to increase 
biodiversity in The Green Park wildflower 
meadow through rare breed grazing.

How did you first get involved with The Green Park Grazing Week?

My involvement was sparked by a conversation that took place during the planting of The Queen’s 
Meadow in The Green Park. It was a chat between myself, Mike Turner (Assistant Park Manager at The 
Royal Parks) and the CEO of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust.  Mike said how nice it would be to manage 
the meadows in the parks by having rare and native breeds graze them and I offered to help out!

What makes rare breeds so special and how is rare breed farming different?

The major factor that sets rare and native breeds apart from the commercial and continental breeds of 
farm livestock is the fact they have been created and developed on, in and around the many different 
landscapes of the UK. Being able to survive on remote Scottish islands, 
Cumbrian fells, Welsh mountains and Southern Downlands, their teeth, 
hooves and poo shaped the great British countryside into the place that we 
love today. Still to this day they continue to do this, producing high quality 
fleece, meat and milk from some of the harshest environments that we have. 
Rare and native breeds do not benefit in intensive farming systems and do 
so much better being farmed extensively.
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What does a typical day look like for you 
during The Green Park Grazing Week?
A typical day... is there such a thing working with 
animals?! Depending on whether we are doing 
any breakfast telly (which requires a 5am start!) 
the animals are usually loaded at 7am so that we 
avoid most of the London traffic and they start the 
working day at 9am like most other commuters. 
The sheep and cattle then get to work as soon as 
they are unloaded, eating the various plants within 
the meadow. 

Once the livestock is happily grazing away, the 
rest of my day involves talking to the various 
members of the public who visit, explaining to 
them that the sheep and cattle are actually doing 
a very important job. The last part of the day sees 
the animals catch the 3.45pm livestock lorry back 
to Mudchute, where they are bedded down ready 
to do it all again the next day.

How do the farm animals find being in 
the busy park?
Being that the animals are born, raised and live in 
London, they are used to the comings and goings 
of The Green Park.  You often find the sheep laid 
next to the fence so that the visiting public can 
give them a stroke whilst they digest the mornings 
grazing. They get used to the journey too and 
canʼt wait to get in the lorry in the morning, get to 
the park and start grazing.

What questions do park visitors ask 
most often during the grazing trial?

One question that is always asked is if the sheep 
are staying permanently, as people like seeing 
them.  The other most common one (despite the 
various sign boards) is what are they here for? 
So most of my time in the park is spent telling 
people about the importance of grazing livestock 
on wildflower meadows and how sustainable, high 
welfare farming is beneficial to the environment.

What is the most challenging thing 
about The Green Park Grazing Week?

The most challenging part of the week... thatʼs 
easy... London traffic!

...and what is the best thing?

The best part is spreading the word about Mission: 
Invertebrate, Mudchute and the Rare Breeds 
Survival Trust - and how all three organisations work 
together to better the natural environment in which 
we live whilst highlighting the plight of some of our 
native breeds of livestock. 

Mavis - my little dog - loves the week too, sheʼs more 
famous than the sheep or Twiglet the cow now!

What results would you like to come 
out of The Green Park Grazing Week 
project?

I would like to see conservation grazing spread 
across some of the other Royal Parks and across 
London as the benefits of grazing livestock on 
wildflower meadows and rougher areas are only 
positive - enhancing habits for both flora and fauna.


