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Fundraising
Guide



Thank you for taking on a challenge 
to raise vital funds to support our 
beautiful royal parks.

We are so glad to have you on our team, and are excited 
to support you every step of the way, from now on until 
race day and beyond. Whether you are short of fundraising 
ideas or in need of top training tips, we’ll be here for you 
and will keep you motivated.

With your help, we work tirelessly to conserve London’s 
amazing royal parks - whether that’s renovating historical 
landmarks and bringing their history to life; caring for their 
wildlife and natural beauty; or improving the mental and             
physical wellbeing of each and every person who spends 
times within them. In short, you’re helping us keep the royal 
parks beautiful and bursting with life for all to enjoy, today 
and for future generations.

Together we’ll be taking on a physical and fundraising 
challenge and this handy guide will give you lots of useful 
tips and strategies to help you crush your goals and reach 
the fi nish line on race day with a smile on your face.

Team Royal Parks Captain

to Team Royal Parks
Welcome
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About The Royal Parks
The 5,000 acres of historic parkland provide 
unparalleled opportunities for enjoyment, exploration 
and healthy living in the heart of the capital. 

Our eight royal parks are home to hundreds of thousands of trees, plants 
and wildlife, as well as historic monuments. We believe they have a 
positive impact on both the physical and mental wellbeing of our visitors 
as they offer a place to relax and escape the hustle and bustle of the city.

The Royal Parks is the charity entrusted with keeping these parks clean, 
beautiful and bursting with life for us all to enjoy. The parks need year-
round care to conserve them, but we’re also looking to constantly improve 
them for the people who visit and the wildlife that call the parks home.

We need your help to keep the magic of the royal parks alive, making 
them better places for everyone both now and in the future.

Can you imagine London 
without its glorious parkland?
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£100
could help us recycle about 200kg of litter collected in 
the parks and keep them clean for the public to enjoy.

£350
could fund the weekly feed for the St James’s Park 
pelicans.

£500
could fund one beautiful fl ower bed of Hyde Park.

£1,000
could fund the maintenance of a historic statute in 
Richmond Park to ensure it continues to be preserved 
for generations to come.

£2,000
could fund six tracking kits that help us monitor the 
hedgehog population in Regent’s Parks.

How your money will help 
We work on lots of exciting projects in the parks, including:

•  Vital hedgehog conservation in The Regent’s Park, the only central royal park still home to
a breeding population of hedgehogs!

•  The LookOut Discovery Centre, Hyde Park, welcomes over 10,000 visitors a year including
children, adults, youth groups, school classes and special educational needs groups. They
learn all about the fascinating world of science and the natural world!

•  Creating an adventurous, fully accessible, new playground, on the site of the old Gloucester
Gate playground in The Regent’s Park. Children of all ages and abilities can swing, slide and
spin together and let their imaginations run wild.



Quick and easy
fundraising ideas  
      
Sweepstake 
How about holding a sweepstake for a reality TV show or 
Wimbledon? You can use one of our event posters for everyone 
to write their guesses.   

Sell, Sell, Sell
Have a clear out of your cupboards, it’s surprising what you’ll 
find - tops you’ve never worn, old CDs. Sell the contents on 
eBay or at a car boot sale.

Make A Guess
Put the fun into asking for sponsorship and ask people to guess 
on a result such as your finishing time or how many steps you’ll 
take.

Wear It 
People like to laugh, so give them an incentive to sponsor you 
by letting them nominate what you wear.

Our team loves cake so here 
are our top tips for a cake sale:
•  Get your friends or colleagues to help you. 

If everyone brings in their favourite treats, 
you’ll end up with a great variety to sell. 
You may also need some helping hands on 
the day.

•  Think carefully about where and when to 
hold your cake sale. How can you make 
sure you see the greatest number of hungry 
people? If you’re having it at work, you 
 could offer a trolley service and visit desks 
at tea time.

•  Don’t forget to advertise your sale so people 
know to have cash on them. You can use the 
event poster provided in this pack to help 
you.

•  On the day, make sure you have everything 
you need such as tables, a tablecloth, price 
stickers, paper plates, plastic forks, knives, 

 a donation tin and a bin bag.
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Tombola
Organise a tombola at work or for your community. 
Ask people to donate items they no longer want 
and give each item a number. Ask people to pay 
for a ticket.

BBQ or dinner party
Host a delicious meal or BBQ and charge a small 
fee to your guests. You can play games to raise extra 
money but, most importantly, make sure everyone 
has a great time.

Karaoke night
Time to stretch those vocal cords and get ready for 
a night of karaoke. Love it or hate it, it’s a great way 
to raise money. If you’re on the lookout for a karaoke 
machine reach out to friends on social media to save 
money on renting one or use YouTube.

Obstacle course
Set-up the ultimate obstacle course! Perhaps yours will 
include a tyre swing, mud pit and maybe you could have 
a separate course for children and adults to make the 
day a family friendly affair? Charge people for taking 
part or you could ask people to bid on who will be the 
quickest around the course.

Quiz
Everyone loves a quiz and they’re a great way to get 
people together while raising money. The pub, village 
hall, local sports centre and your best mate’s garden are 
all venues suitable for hosting a quiz. Decide what is 
right (and available) to you and get working on those 
questions. The focus could change by rounds or could 
be more niche. Why not theme your questions around 
nature and heritage, or more specifically The Royal 
Parks? You host the night and guests pay to play. 
Simple... ut the questions might not be.

Coff ee mornings
Most people rely on a coffee to get them through the day 
so hosting a coffee morning is a great way to fundraise. 
You could host it in the morning or lunchtime and bring 
along sugary treats which they can wash down with the 
coffee. If you’re looking to host outside of the workplace, 
why not make it a longer session with some games?

Big earner fundraising ideas



As a Royal Parks volunteer 
you have the chance to get 
involved with your local 
community, meet new 
people, develop your skills 
and learn more about the 
eight amazing royal parks!

Volunteering helps people connect with each 
other, with the wider community and perhaps 
most importantly the work of volunteers 
helps make our parks and open spaces even 
better. Volunteers support our work in many 
ways, from managing habitats and surveying 
wildlife, to recording heritage, leading walks 
and inspiring school children.

For more information please visit: 
www.royalparks.org.uk/volunteer

Other ways to get involved with us

‘’I started volunteering as a Hedgehog Hero 
in May 2016 and have helped at every 

survey since. Every May and September I 
spend a few Friday nights wandering round 

Regent’s Park looking for hedgehogs into the 
early hours. It’s a wonderful experience being 

able to get up close to the hedgehogs and 
contributing to the research of a nationally 
declining species. I love coming back to 
volunteer every year. You get to catch up 
with old friends, make new ones and do 

something important for science. Everyone 
I’ve met, staff and volunteers, have been 
so friendly and lovely - you end up feeling 
like you’re part of an important hedgehog 

community!’’

Hedgehog Hero volunteer



Fundraising online is easy 
Raising money online is quick and easy – the money is paid directly to 
us so you don’t need to do anything apart from get fundraising.

We’ve chosen Virgin Money Giving as our offi cial fundraising partner. Because they’re not-for-profi t, more 
money goes directly to our charity.s.

Top Tips from Virgin Money Giving:
•  Set a fundraising target of at least £350: pages with targets raise up to 70% more than pages without.
• Add your picture to your fundraising page: pages with pictures raise up to 36% more.
•  Facebook is the most efficient way to get donations to your page: over half the visitors to Virgin Money.

Giving come from Facebook and of these, over 50% go on to donate.
• Tell people why you’re fundraising by sharing your story on your page.

Gift Aid
If you are using an online system, donors will be asked 
about Gift Aid during the donation process. For every £1 
you get sponsored by a UK tax payer, Gift Aid allows us 
to claim back the basic rate tax on their donation – that’s 
an extra 25p for The Royal Parks, at no extra cost to you 
or your supporters.

If you are using our paper sponsorship form, please 
ensure your sponsors complete the form fully and 
in their own handwriting. For more information visit: 
www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/gift-aid

Match Funding
Many employers offer a match funding scheme. 
Essentially a company donates £1 for every £1 that 
you raise – doubling your money for no extra effort. Ask 
your employer if they run a scheme - there’s no harm 
in asking. Just let us know so we can look out for your 
company name and payment.
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Paying in your sponsorship money couldn’t be easier.
Remember, there is no need to wait until after the event to 
send your money in. 

•  Via your online giving page:
 Don’t forget that all money raised via online sites, including any Gift Aid, is forwarded directly to us!
So you can just sit back, relax and watch your fundraising efforts come rolling in…

• By cheque:
 Please make it payable to “The Royal Parks” and mail it to:
Team Royal Parks, The Royal Parks, The Old Police House, Hyde Park, London, W2 2UH.

• Credit or debit card:
Phone us on 0300 061 2285.

How to send in your 
sponsorship money
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Will you be our biggest champion?
We’ve got some great parky prizes up for grabs for our top fundraiser as well as some coveted runners   
up prizes. Think tickets to our summer concerts, VIP-access to Winter Wonderland or tickets to the Open 
Air Theatre in Regent’s Park. Being part of Team Royal Parks certainly has its perks and we like to reward 
our biggest supporters. Plus you’ll be in with a chance to win the sought after title of our top fundraiser of 
the year!

You’ve got to be in it to win it, so start fundraising now!
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Have you got a question? Get in touch!

0300 061 2293  

challenges@royalparks.org.uk  

@theroyalparks

@TheRoyalParksLondon

@theroyalparks 

The Royal Parks, Old Police House, Hyde Park, London W2 2UH
Registered Charity Number: 11172042

Thank you for supporting 
The Royal Parks !

Our team of professional fundraisers is here to support you with 
your fundraising and training efforts. If you need anything or 
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We’re 
here to help!

We’ll have a social training workshop in September at  the 
LookOut in Hyde Park. We’d be more than delighted if you 
could join us! It’s a great opportunity to meet us and your 
fellow team mates while learning some top training tips. 
There will be an announcement in one of our e-newsletter, 
so keep an eye out.


