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Jo Scrivener is one of two Assistant Park 
Managers at Richmond Park, where he has 
been responsible for delivering a considerable 
of amount of change and development within 
Isabella Plantation and Pembroke Lodge 
gardens over the past 17 years. 

Jo’s background is in Horticulture, and he has a 
keen interest in garden design, having trained 
at the prestigious Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Kew. Prior to joining the Royal Parks he worked 
at a number of large private and public gardens, 
including the Duke of Northumberland’s Syon 
Park Estate.

Here Jo tells us more about how he designed 
the Richmond Park Pollinator Garden and its 
impact on the invertebrates that live in the park.

Perhaps the most obvious and exciting invertebrate to come across in the 
park is the UK’s largest insect, the stag beetle, and a reason why Richmond 
Park is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

I also love to see the park’s population of brightly coloured dragonflies and 
damselflies which are in abundance above the waters of Isabella Plantation 
during the Summer months.

It’s always great to spot some of the park’s large range of 
beautiful butterflies. Grassland butterflies such as the small 
heath, small copper and Essex skippers all love the park’s 
relatively undisturbed acid grassland. Richmond Park’s 
woodlands are the ideal habitat for more great butterflies 
such as the comma, speckled wood and the stunning purple 
hairstreak, which all prefer dappled shade.

Richmond Park’s grassland is also home to the yellow meadow ant, which has 
created the park’s characteristic landscape of anthills, many of which are very 
large and old and have their own associated ground flora.

Another great parkland invertebrate is the hornet which lives mostly in the parks 
woodland and hollow oak trees where they build their nests. Although fearsome 
looking beasts, it is actually less aggressive than the common wasp and a 
fabulous sight to see when out in the park.

Which of Richmond Park’s  invertebrates do you most enjoy encountering and why?
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How did you first get involved with the 
Richmond Park Pollinator Garden? 

We’ve been involved since Mission: Invertebrate 
was launched in 2017. Richmond Park’s status 
as a National Nature Reserve and Site Of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) means that we 
have a strong focus on delivering conservation 
projects and improvements out in the park. 
With Mission: Invertebrate’s support we have 
been able to deliver a wide range of valuable 
research and habitat creation projects. This has 
included the creation of earth banks and scrapes 
for solitary bees and wasps, the installation of 
protective fencing around veteran trees, a wealth 
of specialist surveys that offer insights into the 
park’s invertebrate communities and specialist 
advice on their management. 

As a park we have always also been keen on 
enhancing biodiversity in garden areas. Isabella 
Plantation, the park’s 40 acre woodland garden 
is part of the parkland SSSI and as such has 
always been managed with wildlife in mind: a 
wealth of British native plants grow alongside the 
more exotic ones. We had space at Pembroke 
Lodge to do something big and attractive for 
visitors that would also be beneficial to wildlife 
- a beautiful garden full of a diverse range of 
flowering plants that are attractive to insects 
seemed like a really good way to go.

How did you go about designing the 
garden?

At the North end of Pembroke Lodge Gardens 
there is an area known as Poet’s Corner.  At the 
time this project came about it had a rather formal 
lawn backed by a border which was planted with 
a collection of bearded iris which, although lovely, 
only flowered during May and June. I wanted to 
do something here that would not only provide 
year round, accessible interest for visitors but also 
soften the existing layout of tarmac paths and walls. 
The addition of an informal wildflower meadow and 
a mixed border with plants beneficial for pollinating 
insects seemed like the perfect solution. 

Pollinator Border

There was very little to do in terms of major 
landscape change - just lots of research into 
beneficial plants for pollinators. The Royal 
Horticultural Society’s ‘Perfect for Pollinators’ plant 
lists is a great resource for selecting plants. I used 
a mix of shrubs and climbers to provide permanent 
structure and interest in the bed and then added  
in herbaceous perennials and bulbs to ensure year 
round colour and interest. 

Plants were chosen with simple single flowers, 
(double-flowered cultivar are more difficult for 
pollinating insects to access). I used a mix of 
suitable native and more exotic plants to extend 
the flowering season, and wherever possible 
chose those provided seed heads and structure 
that persisted over winter to provide food and 
shelter for insects. 
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For the meadow I worked with our Ecology team 
and consulted with the park’s flora group to select 
a meadow mix of wildflowers that we felt was 
suitable for the park. Initially we sowed a mix of 
annual and perennial wildflowers. The annual 
wildflowers provided colour for the first year whilst 
the perennials established. The annuals have 
now largely given way to a great mix of perennial 
wildflowers that have established and provide 
colour and interest for a diverse range of insects 
right from spring into the late Summer or early 
Autumn when we cut the meadow.

What highlights should visitors look 
out for when visiting the garden? 

There’s a great ‘bee hotel’ hand crafted from 
green oak with different compartments containing 
small hollow canes or holes drilled in wood which 
provide nesting holes for solitary bees such as 
the native red mason bee.

The Meadow

We found in the garden’s first year that that 
visitors would often shortcut across the meadow 
and stand or lie in it to take selfies! To deter this, 
in the garden’s second year we added a native 
hedgerow surrounding the meadow, (containing 
hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel, dog rose, field maple, 
spindle and guelder rose), plus a central pathway 
and a lovely hand crafted oak gate. The hedgerow 
and pathway have helped to provide a way for 
visitors to access the meadow without trampling 
the flowers. The hedgerow is also an added bonus 
as it provides food and shelter for pollinators and 
other wildlife.  

The central meadow area is planted with a mix of 
native wildflowers and grasses and builds to its 
flowering peak during the height of Summer. My 
favourite Summer wildflowers are the magnificent 
creamy white umbels of wild carrot and there 
are also lots of other great wildflowers to see 
including ox-eye daisies, birdsfoot trefoil, yarrow 
and field scabious. On a warm summer’s day the 
meadow is alive with the buzz of bees and flutter 
of butterflies.

Another great feature for wildlife is the wonderful 
old herringbone brick wall at the back of the 
pollinator border. This has been laid dry (without 
mortar), so its cracks and crevices are the perfect 
home for lots of invertebrates.
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Why is the garden important?

Native pollinators such as bees, moths, butterflies, lace wings and hoverflies are all in decline and all 
play a part in helping our flowers to set seed, fruit and flower again year after year. One of the main 
reasons these wonderful invertebrates are struggling is because of habitat loss. The Pollinator Garden 
is important because it provides many examples of how people can garden for wildlife at home either 
by planting a native hedgerow, turning a lawn into a wildflower meadow or planting a border with a 
diverse range of nectar rich plants. People don’t need loads of space and even a tiny patch can make 
a real difference. The key is to choose the right plants they can be both native or non-native. When 
selecting plants you should look out for plants which are nectar rich and produce single flowers rather 
than blousy double blooms. Always aim for a broad range of plants – shrubs, herbaceous perennials, 
bulbs and annuals that flower early and flower year-round to provide nectar and pollen for as long a 
season as possible. It’s a great way to start or end a trip to the fabulous Pembroke Lodge gardens. 

The Pollinator Garden is situated in a quiet 
spot at the north end of the Gardens nearest to 
Richmond Gate. Whilst there you can take a seat 
on the Ian Dury bench on the path above the 
garden, or walk through the meadow and around 
the border. Although it looks it’s best in the Spring 
and Summer months there’s always something 
to see, including a wonderful interpretation panel 
which tells you all about the garden and some of 

Why should Richmond Park visitors to make a trip to the garden? 

the simple things you could do at home in your 
own garden to benefit wildlife and in particular, 
insects. A few other great things to do whilst at 
Pembroke Lodge Gardens are: visit King Henry’s 
Mound for a vista line view through to St Paul’s 
cathedral, walk through the rose garden or take 
in the spectacular views over Surrey and beyond 
from Pembroke Lodge’s west facing terrace while 
sipping a coffee.

Interview with Jo Scrivener

© The Royak Parks

Top banner images © The Royak Parks / Penny Dixie 


