
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bramble Gate to 
Pen Ponds Car Park 
950 metres, approx 
15 mins walking time

Broomfield Hill Gate to 
Accessible Car Park Gate 
720 metres, approx 
10 mins walking time

Broomfield Hill Gate 
to Ladderstile Gate 
720 metres, approx 
10 mins walking time

Broomfield Hill Gate to 
Broomfield Hill Car Park 
375 metres, approx 
5 mins walking time
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Conservation 
area

No public access

Heather Garden

Peg’s Pond

Bog Garden

Beech Bay

Thomson’s Lawn

Thomson’s Pond

Acer Glade
Bluebell Walk

Wilson’s Glade

Camellia WalkStill Pond

Main Stream

Main Stream
Small Stream

Brownie’s Stream

Thomson’s Stream

Accessible Car Park 
to Pembroke Lodge
1,580 metres, approx 
20 mins walking time
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D I S C O V E R  M O R E
Scan the QR code to  
find out more about  
Isabella Plantation

Accessible paths
Route A: 250m,  
approx 5 mins walking time*

Route B: 775m,  
approx 16 mins walking time*

Route C: 1.26km,  
approx 25 mins walking time*

Route D: 1.46km,  
approx 29 mins walking time*

*All accessible paths are less than 
a 1:20 gradient. Walking times  
are based on an average speed  
of 3 km/h.

Cycle parking

Accessible parking

Car parking

Minibus stop (seasonal)

Accessible toilet

Public toilets

Baby changing

Kiosk

Defibrillator (AED)
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The Royal Parks
Bushy Park
Greenwich Park
Hyde Park
Kensington Gardens
Richmond Park
St. James’s Park
The Green Park
The Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill
Brompton Cemetery
Victoria Tower Gardens

The Royal Parks charity protects  
these vital green spaces so life  
can flourish in our city.

The Royal Parks is a charity registered with the Charity 
Commission no. 1172042 and a company limited by 
guarantee registered in England & Wales no. 10016100 
(VAT No. 261 4640 19).
© The Royal Parks 2025
Map illustrated by Nick Gibbard & Roger Stewart

Key facts
What is it?
Ornamental woodland garden with all-year interest.

How big?
17 hectares or 40 acres.

Why Isabella?
The name probably comes from “Isabel”, which means 
dingy yellow and may refer to the colour of the topsoil.

Key dates
1831
Lord Sidmouth, Deputy Ranger of Richmond Park, 
planted beech, oak and sweet chestnut for timber and 
enclosed the Plantation to protect it from deer.

Late 1940s
Work began to create an ornamental woodland garden.

1953
Opened to the public.

Highlights
Evergreen azaleas
Planted alongside ponds and streams, flowering in 
late April to mid-May.

Rhododendrons
50 different species and 120 hybrids, at their best 
April-May.

Camellias
Single and double blooms in white, pinks and reds, 
best from February-March.

Acer Glade
Spectacular autumn colour.

Heather Garden
Year-round colour from heathers, gorse and broom.

Still Pond
Visit in peak azalea season to enjoy a spectacular 
flowering display that surrounds and reflects within 
this pond.

Bog Garden
Pools and streams planted with architectural plants 
and ornamental grasses.

Green gardening
The Plantation is managed organically as part of the 
Richmond Park Site of Special Scientific Interest. 
Composted leaf mould and bracken are used as surface 
mulches and soil conditioners.

British native plants commonly grow alongside more 
exotic plants throughout the garden and the Plantation’s 
shelterbelt and conservation area are planted with native 
trees and shrubs, all of which provide important food and 
shelter for wildlife. 

Local wildlife
Water birds include Pintail, Tufted Duck, Pochard and 
Mandarin Duck.

Resident birds include Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Redpoll, 
Bullfinch, Woodpeckers, Sparrowhawk and Tawny Owl.

Visiting birds include Wood Warbler, Redstart and 
Whitethroat in spring; Blackcap and Spotted Flycatcher 
in summer; Green Sandpiper in autumn; Siskin and Reed 
Bunting in winter.

Butterflies, dragonflies, toads, frogs and grass snakes 
breed in the ponds and streams.

Park Management
T:	 0300 061 2200 
E:	 richmond@royalparks.org.uk 
W:	royalparks.org.uk/get-in-touch

Contacting Police
T: 	 999 for emergencies 
T: 	 101 for other calls
You can also report a crime online:  
online.met.police.uk

T H I S  L O C AT I O N
Broomfield Hill Gate
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